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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of John Thomas Dunaway.

WHEREAS, John Thomas Dunaway was born in Stanford, Kentucky, to John and Rachel Raye Dunaway on November 25, 1932. He grew up during the Great Depression and lived on a farm and in a jail as a jailer's son. Although he could have made more money if he had pursued other opportunities, he surrendered to God's call to preach the Gospel; and

WHEREAS, John Thomas Dunaway graduated from Georgetown College in 1954. In 1958, he received a master's degree from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, and in 1983, he earned his Ph.D. from Lexington Theological Seminary. While he was at the Seminary, God expanded both his mind and his faith. He loved to study history and the Scriptures; and 

WHEREAS, John Thomas Dunaway served faithfully as a minister for 45 years. Initially, he pastored Little Flock Baptist Church in Shepherdsville, Kentucky, where he put emphasis on the people that God gave him the opportunity to reach and developed future leaders for the church. For the next seven years, he pastored the Eaton Memorial Baptist Church in Owensboro, Kentucky, where he fought against social injustice; and

WHEREAS, John Thomas Dunaway was the minister of the First Baptist Church of Corbin for over 25 years. While there, he was instrumental in building a 64-unit apartment building for the elderly and handicapped people in the area. Later, he was a moving force in the building of a family life center, the development of a preschool program, and the establishment of a food pantry. When two feet of snow stranded many on the interstate highway, the church members used the family life center to minister to the needs of the stranded travelers. In 1995, he founded the Community Baptist Church in Henderson, Kentucky. There, the church was blessed with a badly needed church building and the church grew. He helped establish an Upward Basketball program, a day care program for working parents, and monthly meals for the Salvation Army; and

WHEREAS, John Thomas Dunaway was very active in the Southern Baptist Convention.  He served as the President of the Kentucky Baptist Convention and served as the Chair of its Executive Board for many years. During that time, the Southern Baptist Convention met in Las Vegas, Nevada, where they shared the Gospel. At a critical time, he prevented a split in the Southern Baptist Convention by working with a moderate group within the denomination and developed the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. He chaired the Board of the Kentucky Baptist Children's Home; and

WHEREAS, John Thomas Dunaway served as moderator of the Kentucky Baptist Fellowship and served on the Ethics Committee of the Fellowship. Afterwards, he founded the Baptist Seminary of Kentucky which is currently located on the campus of Georgetown College. Additionally, he served as a Professor of Biblical Studies at Newberg Seminary of Indiana; and

WHEREAS, towards the end of his career, John Thomas Dunaway worked as the executive officer for the Henderson County Humane Society to make it financially stable and to restore its relationships with city and county government. In fact, he transformed the Henderson Humane Society from one of the worst  to one of the best in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, John Thomas Dunaway was next asked to be the contact person for the Henderson area for the Beshear campaign for Governor. Since Steve Beshear was a friend, he gladly helped him with his campaign. Next, he worked as the project manager for Western Kentucky for the University of Kentucky's Center of Applied Energy for about a year and a half; and

WHEREAS, on the local level, John Thomas Dunaway served as both the President of the Corbin Rotary Club and the Henderson Rotary Club. Additionally, he earned the Rotary Service Above Self Award; and

WHEREAS, John Thomas Dunaway is survived by his wife of 59 years, Mary Jayne Cutter Dunaway; his daughter, Susan Dunaway; his son and his wife, Mark and Angela Dunaway; and his two grandchildren. John Thomas Dunaway went to be with the Lord on October 17, 2012. His passing is mourned by many cherished family members, friends, and communities in both Kentucky and Georgia;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate expresses its deep sense of sorrow upon the passing of this outstanding minister, Pastor John Thomas Dunaway, and extends to his family, friends, and community its sincere condolences.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of the late Pastor John Thomas Dunaway.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Dorsey Ridley for delivery to the family.
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