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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Cynthiana native and former University of Kentucky basketball Coach Joe B. Hall upon the dedication of a bridge on U.S. 27 in Cynthiana in his honor.

WHEREAS, Joe Beasman Hall was born in Cynthiana, Kentucky, on November 30, 1928. Having played one season for his beloved University of Kentucky Wildcats, Coach Hall transferred to the University of the South to complete his eligibility; and 

WHEREAS, Joe B. Hall, after stints as the head coach at Regis University and Central Missouri State University, returned to his Old Kentucky Home and assumed leadership of the nation's greatest basketball tradition. Coach Hall more than succeeded in the daunting task of following his mentor and former coach, Adolph Rupp. He coached the Wildcats for thirteen seasons, amassing an impressive 373-156 win/loss record, appearing in three Final Fours, and winning the NCAA National Championship over the Duke Blue Devils in the historic 1977-1978 campaign; and

WHEREAS, Joe B. Hall, a man who has shown integrity and compassion both on and off the court, has been a staple in the University of Kentucky basketball program as it has flourished under the tutelage of current Coach John Calipari. A mentor and a friend to Coach Calipari, Coach Hall has shown that he has, and will always be, a proud and dedicated member of the Big Blue family; and 

WHEREAS, in November 2012, Joe B. Hall was inducted into the National Collegiate Basketball Hall of Fame in Kansas City, Missouri. Joined by such luminaries in the sport as Patrick Ewing and Earl Monroe, Coach Hall finally assumed his rightful place at the very pinnacle of college basketball; and

WHEREAS, on Friday, August 23, at 5:30 p.m., a new bridge in Joe B. Hall's beloved Cynthiana will be dedicated in his name. The U.S. 27 bridge will stand as a monument to the bridge Coach Hall so artfully created when he took over as head coach of the University of Kentucky Wildcats for the legendary Adolph Rupp, and it will serve as a shining example of Coach Hall's success as a basketball coach, a man, and a citizen of this great Commonwealth; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives commends Coach Joe B. Hall upon his success as a basketball coach at the University of Kentucky, his undying support for the Commonwealth's flagship sports program, and the honor of having a bridge in his native Cynthiana dedicated in his honor. 

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Coach Joe B. Hall.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Tom McKee for delivery.
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