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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Staff Sergeant Ryan D. Austin.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Staff Sergeant Ryan Austin, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Ryan Austin of Corbin, Kentucky, was born in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, on January 14, 1988, and he traversed these earthly bounds on August 6, 2013; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Ryan Austin was the devoted husband of Jessica Ryan and the eager father of their unborn son, Brayden Kaine Austin, he was the beloved son of Doug Austin and the late Karen Long, the doting brother of Nathan Austin, Dylon Wall, and Rachel Austin, and he leaves behind many other family members and friends who loved him dearly; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Ryan Austin was a 2006 graduate of South Laurel High School. He was married on December 6, 2009, and enlisted in the United States Air Force on January 19, 2010; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Ryan Austin was stationed at the Kapaun Air Station, near Ramstein Air Base in Germany, working on Cable and Antenna Maintenance as part of the 1st Communications Maintenance Squadron, 435th Air Ground Operations Wing; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Ryan Austin gallantly served his country with honor and distinction. His brother Nathan stated that Ryan "loved putting on his uniform and following the Air Force code. The Air Force gave him the chance to go overseas, learn new cultures, and serve his country just like our father did. It made him feel like he gave something back to his country"; and

WHEREAS, while serving in the United States Air Force, Staff Sergeant Ryan Austin earned the Air Force Achievement Medal, Meritorious Unit Award, Air Force Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Air Force Expeditionary Service Ribbon, NCO PME Graduate Ribbon, Small Arms Expert Marksman Ribbon (Rifle), Air Force Training Ribbon, and the Cyberspace Support Badge; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Staff Sergeant Ryan Austin and is deeply grateful for the ultimate sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Staff Sergeant Ryan Austin has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives expresses its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Staff Sergeant Ryan D. Austin and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Staff Sergeant Ryan D. Austin.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Regina Bunch, Capitol Annex Room 424A, for distribution to the family.
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