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A RESOLUTION requesting the Legislative Ethics Commission to include sexual harassment prevention training in the legislators' annual ethics training.

WHEREAS, the Code of Legislative Ethics provides statutory authority over the conduct of the members of the General Assembly; and

WHEREAS, one of the purposes of the Code of Legislative Ethics enumerated in KRS 6.606 is "that the public have confidence in the integrity of its government and public officials;" and

WHEREAS, recent events have challenged the members of the Kentucky House of Representatives concerning their knowledge and understanding about sexual harassment; and 

WHEREAS, sexual harassment is an act of power, not of sex; and elected officials, by the very fact of their election, have received power from the public; and

WHEREAS, members of the House of Representatives should use their elective power in a way to bring honor to their office and their government, and should receive whatever training necessary to insure that they understand what actions may interfere with this public trust; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives requests that the Legislative Ethics Commission include a comprehensive training course on sexual harassment in its annual ethics training for legislators under KRS 6.716.

Section 2.   The sexual harassment training course shall include a thorough discussion on the role that power plays in sexual harassment, the laws and cases relating to sexual harassment, historical incidences of sexual harassment allegations in the Kentucky General Assembly, the difficulties victims face in reporting incidents of sexual harassment, and the Legislative Research Commission's policy on sexual harassment.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to send a copy of this Resolution to the Executive Director of the Legislative Ethics Commission, the Executive Director of the Legislative Research Commission, and the Kentucky Senate President.
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