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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor and loving memory of John S. Hager.

WHEREAS, John S. Hager departed this earthly life on July 18, 2013, at 86 years old, after a long and courageous battle with Parkinson's disease; and

WHEREAS, John S. Hager was a graduate of the Phillips Exeter Academy, Princeton University, and the University of Michigan Law School. Beginning in 1945, he bravely served his country as a member of the United States Navy, and in 1950 he ascended to the rank of Second Lieutenant in the United States Army Reserve; and 

WHEREAS, John S. Hager's life was a wealth of civic, charitable, and creative endeavors. He practiced law for the firm of Sandidge, Holbrook, Craig, and Hager from 1954 to 1973, and it was then that Mr. Hager became editor of the Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer. Mr. Hager worked in various capacities with the paper, but it was as publisher along with his brother, Larry, that he thrived in the newspaper business. The Messenger-Inquirer became Kentucky's largest family-owned newspaper under the Hagers' leadership, and it was named one of the top five small-city newspapers in the United States. It was awarded the Silver Gavel from the National Bar Association, and in 1996 the Kentucky Press Association awarded Mr. Hager its Most Valuable Member award. In 2002, capping an incredible three-decade career in journalism, Mr. Hager was inducted into the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame; and 

WHEREAS, after the Messenger-Inquirer was sold, John S. Hager turned his attention to the needs of his community and of this Commonwealth. He was a tireless advocate of low-cost education in Daviess County, and in 1983 served as Co-Chairman of the Citizens Committee on Higher Education, a role that lead him to be instrumental in the establishment of Owensboro Community College. Mr. Hager was a member of the Southern Newspaper Publishers Association, the Kentucky Economic Development Corporation, the Kentucky Center for Public Issues, Owensboro National Bank, the American Society of Newspaper Editors, Junior Achievement of Owensboro, Regional Vision 2001, the Kentucky Reform Act Evaluation Governing Board, and the Owensboro Rotary Club. With his beloved wife of 60 years, Marjorie McManus Hager, he founded the Community Life Foundation of Owensboro, which focuses on empowering and educating citizens about public policy, a cause Mr. Hager so adamantly believed in; and 

WHEREAS, John S. Hager was a faithful steward of God. He was a deacon at the First Christian Church and a member of the Sessions Sunday School Class; and

WHEREAS, John S. Hager's passing will be mourned by his family, friends, and his community, and in the reflection brought on by his passing, all Kentuckians shall understand the scope of a life truly well-lived. Preceded in death by his parents, Lawrence W. Hager, Sr., and Augusta Brown Hager, he is survived by his wife; his son, Stewart Hager and his wife, Yolla; his daughters, Susie Hager Alford and Sally Hager Wood; his son, Bruce Harper and his wife, Lia; his grandchildren, Josh Niehaus and his wife, Stephanie, Aimee Alford, Sara Wood, Laura Wood, John Paul Hager, Alex Hager, Lauren Hager, and Sydney Hager; and his brother, Larry Hager;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives expresses its most profound sense of sorrow and extends its sincerest condolences to the family, friends, and community of John S. Hager. 

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of John S. Hager. 

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Tommy Thompson for delivery to the family.
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