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A RESOLUTION honoring Representative Tanya Pullin for her 2013 Southern Legislative Conference STAR Award for the Kentucky VET Connect program and recognizing her as one of Kentucky's greatest champions of the Commonwealth's veterans.

WHEREAS, Representative Tanya Pullin has served in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2001 and has been Chair of the House Veterans, Military Affairs, and Public Safety Committee since 2007; and

WHEREAS, Representative Tanya Pullin has always recognized throughout her life that the brave men and women of this great nation that put on the uniform of our armed services and are willing to sacrifice their lives for the freedoms that we enjoy deserve all the recognition and admiration that can be mustered; and

WHEREAS, during her faithful, tenacious service in the House of Representatives as Chair of the House Veterans, Military Affairs, and Public Safety Committee, Representative Tanya Pullin has fought for the rights, benefits, and needs of the Commonwealth's veterans with an unwavering commitment; and

WHEREAS, Representative Pullin recognized that many of the Commonwealth's service members in the Kentucky National Guard and the United States Army Reserves who were being called upon to fight in the Global War on Terrorism were returning home to their communities oftentimes far from a military installation, far from the experts in the special physical or psychological issues faced by veterans returning from combat deployments, and far from other service members who shared similar experiences. These veterans as well as veterans from previous military conflicts suffered from service-related issues such as undiagnosed brain injuries and post traumatic stress disorder that left many to experience difficulties with substance abuse and caused them to run afoul of the law in lieu of seeking the services they needed; and

WHEREAS, Representative Pullin further recognized that services did exist for Kentucky's combat veterans and the solution was to find a way to connect veterans with the services that they need; and

WHEREAS, Representative Pullin's astute observation that Kentucky's returning combat veterans at times found themselves entangled in the criminal justice system due to service-related issues they faced, when all they needed, and indeed most assuredly deserved, was support and guidance led her to sponsor House Bill 377 in the 2010 Regular Session and usher it along to passage; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 377 established the Kentucky VET Connect program, which required pretrial service officers to identify veterans who are involved in the criminal justice system and to further identify if these veterans have combat experience. The pretrial service officers then connect identified veterans with specialized veterans' services. Prior to Kentucky VET Connect, thousands of combat veterans in the Commonwealth were arrested each year without acknowledgement of their veteran status or combat experience. No longer will these veterans fall through the cracks without the guidance, support, and treatment that sound morals and judgment require the Commonwealth to provide for them; and

WHEREAS, the success of Kentucky VET Connect is clear. Since its inception, the program has identified over 19,000 veterans and nearly 8,000 combat veterans and provided an opportunity to connect these veterans with services to treat the underlying service-related causes of their difficulties. Thousands of these veterans have received these services, many for the first time; and

WHEREAS, the success of Kentucky VET Connect has had a ripple effect on services offered to veterans in the Commonwealth with the subsequent establishment of the Veterans Task Force within the Administrative Office of the Courts, an addition of a veteran status check box on warrants, the establishment of Veterans Court pilot projects, and many other programs and projects in the works; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky VET Connect program was considered for recognition by the 2013 Southern Legislative Conference Southern Transformation Action Recognition (STAR) Panel, which recognizes and promotes innovative ideas from the Southern region's best problem solvers. Representative Pullin, along with five other finalists, presented on programs selected from over a hundred submissions to the STAR Panel. When the presentations were finished, Kentucky VET Connect was named a winner of the 2013 Southern Legislative Conference STAR Award due to the incredible success realized by Kentucky VET Connect; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky VET Connect has become a national model for the treatment of veterans in the criminal justice system. This success has prompted legislators from across the nation to inquire with Representative Pullin for advice on how to establish similar programs throughout the United States; and

WHEREAS, as proud as Representative Tanya Pullin may be of this recognition, she realizes that the real winners are Kentucky's veterans, the brave men and women of the Commonwealth who make the ultimate sacrifice for the Commonwealth and the United States;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representative does hereby honor and recognize Representative Tanya Pullin for her dedication to Kentucky's veterans, and does hereby congratulate her for winning the 2013 Southern Legislative Conference STAR Award. Her realization that veterans should be honored not merely by words, but by action, has led to this recognition and has resulted in thousands of veterans in Kentucky receiving access to the specialized veterans' services that they need.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor and recognition of Representative Tanya Pullin and her achievements.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Tanya Pullin, 702 Capitol Avenue, Annex Room 370A, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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