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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and loving memory of Gerald "Jerry" Deters.

WHEREAS, Gerald "Jerry" Deters was born in 1928 in Cincinnati, Ohio, raised in Taylor Mill, and departed this earthly life on Friday, July 5, 2013 at the age of 85, leaving behind a family, friends, and a community that mourn his loss; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Deters graduated from Holy Cross High School and Villa Madonna College. As a boxer in his youth, he won a Cincinnati Golden Glove Championship. At age 17 he built and sold his first home, which was the genesis of Deters Brothers Builders, his company that later developed a large subdivision in Lakeside Park. After being selected for a Top Secret Army Cryptography unit he was stationed in Paris in 1951 where he personally decoded messages for General Eisenhower; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Deters, driven by his enduring love for his community and always encouraging others to give back, dedicated his life to his family and community. As the son of former Times Star newspaper editor Clemens (Bud) Deters, he learned about community issues and politics while at the kitchen table. Throughout his professional career, he went on to lead many initiatives, always pushing to advance the Northern Kentucky area through new investment and community cooperation. Over the past 50 years, Mr. Deters has been at the center of several major projects that shaped the Northern Kentucky area people know and love today. His list of major business and civic contributions is lengthy and prominent; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Deters was most known as the developer and operator of the Drawbridge Inn and Convention Center from 1970 through 2001. He founded and served as the first chair of the Northern Kentucky Convention and Visitors Bureau. He tirelessly worked to see his vision of Covington's MainStrasse Village become a reality, leading the restoration of several buildings and the construction of the Carroll Chimes Bell Tower. He was instrumental in forming and served on the board of the Tri County Economic Development Corporation (TRI-ED). He was the president of the Homebuilders Association at both the state and local levels. He served on the board of the Greater Cincinnati International Airport, and assisted numerous fundraising campaigns for charities; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Deters was preceded in death by his loving wife of 55 years, Marge (Bacovcin) Deters. He is survived by his six children: Margo (Jim) Willman, Lori (Mark) Simendinger, Paula (David) Heidrich, Monica (Andrew) Lautz, Josh Deters, and Gretchen (Todd) Slagle. He also leaves behind two brothers, Charlie and Jim Deters, two sisters, Joan Maus and Kathy Lonneman, 17 grandchildren, and 7 great-grandchildren;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its most profound sense of sorrow and proffers its sincerest condolences to the family and friends of Gerald "Jerry" Deters.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Gerald "Jerry" Deters.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the office of Senator Damon Thayer for personal delivery to the family.
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