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2014 Regular Session 
     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	134


	Bill #:
	HB 163


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Abortion.


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Stan Lee


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	Local jails, local law enforcement


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
KRS 311.750, subject to the provisions of KRS 311.760(1), requires that no person other than a licensed physician shall perform an abortion.  A person who violates KRS 311.750 is guilty of a Class B felony.

HB 163 amends KRS 311.750 to add the requirement that a physician shall physically examine a woman prior to prescribing or administering medication to induce that woman’s abortion.  A physician who violates the HB 163 amendment is guilty of a Class D felony.

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 163 on local governments is expected to be minimal.
At present, a violation of KRS 311.750 is punished as a Class B felony.  According to the Administrative Office of the Courts, over the last three years there have been no such violations.  It is unlikely that physicians will be more prone to violate the amended KRS 311.750 than the current KRS 311.750.  Abortion providers are health care professionals who are at present licensed and regulated.  They will continue to be licensed and regulated under HB 163.

A few individuals may be charged with and found guilty of the Class D felony established in HB 163.  A local government is responsible for the cost of incarcerating an individual who is charged with a Class D felony.  While the expense of housing an inmate varies by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $33.26 per day including medical costs.  Upon sentencing, most Class D felons are housed in one of 79 full service jails for the duration of their sentences.  The Department of Corrections pays a jail $33.26 per day to house a Class D felon.  Since the per diem equals the estimated average cost of housing a Class D felon, the per diem may be less than, equal to, or greater than the actual housing cost.

Given that few individuals will be prosecuted under HB 163 and that the Department of Corrections pays a jail $33.26 per day (the estimated average cost) to house a Class D felon, HB 163 will have a minimal beneficial or minimal negative financial impact on local jails.       
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