Local Mandate Fiscal Impact Estimate

Kentucky Legislative Research Commission
2014 Regular Session 
     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1168


	Bill #:
	HB 241


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to the disposal of coal combustion wastes. 


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Joni Jenkins


	Unit of Government:
	x
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	     


	Requirement:
	x
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	x
	Modifies Existing
	x
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 241 provides for definitions of “CCR” (coal combustion residual)," "EAP" (Emergency Action plan) and “Unencapsulated CCR." The bill expresses sentiment favoring a balanced approach to disposal of CCRs that protects the health and safety of the public and the environment, along with the need for beneficial reuse of CCRs. It requires disposal of CCRs as solid waste, or in impoundments permitted by the Energy and Environment Cabinet (the cabinet). It prohibits permit-by-rule or registered permit-by-rule for disposal of CCRs. It requires liners, groundwater monitoring, and toxic substance monitoring, and requires emergency action plans for surface CCR impoundments that are deemed as high hazard potential by the United States Environmental Protection Agency.  

HB 241 requires the cabinet to promulgate administrative regulations for coal ash CCR emergency action plans within 180 days of the effective date of the Act. These regulations are to address responsibilities for emergency evacuation by local emergency management agencies. The bill establishes specific contents of the EAP. It amend KRS 109.012 to include CCR as a solid waste and amends KRS 151.250 to prohibit exemption for surface CCR impoundments regardless of size or type and prohibit use of permit-by-rule or registered permit-by-rule for surface CCR impoundments. Finally, HB 241 amends KRS 224.50-760 to delete utility wastes and wastes from coal gasification facilities approved by the cabinet from the definition of special wastes.

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 241 on affected local government is an indeterminable cost.

Provisions in KRS Chapter 39 require local governments to have emergency operations plans and those plans must address emergency evacuations. HB 241 requires that the Energy and Environment Cabinet file administrative regulations addressing responsibilities for emergency evacuation by local emergency management agencies in the event of surface impoundment breaches. The cost to affected local governments will depend on the nature and extent of these future regulatory requirements and a communities existing plan which may or may not meet these future requirements. 

	Data Source(s):
	LRC staff, local emergency management agency director,Kentucky Emergency Management (KYEM)
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