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AN ACT relating to small business ombudsmen.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 11.175 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Each cabinet secretary on the Governor's Executive Cabinet, established pursuant to KRS 11.065, shall designate a small business ombudsman from among their respective existing cabinet employees having some background or experience in starting a business or working with entrepreneurs and small businesses.

(2)
The small business ombudsman shall:

(a)
Respond to inquiries from small businesses on administrative regulations and other regulatory matters;[ and]
(b)
Provide information regarding the procedure for submitting comments on administrative regulations as provided by KRS 13A.270(1); and

(c)
Consider the needs of entrepreneurs when developing policy and determining processes for administration of programs and requirements and seek input from the Commission on Small Business Advocacy regarding options that are most likely to encourage entrepreneurship when appropriate to do so.

(3)
Each cabinet shall provide contact information for the cabinet's small business ombudsman on the cabinet's Web site, including the ombudsman's name, telephone number, mailing address, and e-mail address.

(4)
No later than December 1 of each year, each small business ombudsman shall submit a report to the Commission on Small Business Advocacy, established pursuant to KRS 11.200, summarizing the number and nature of inquiries that the ombudsman has received from small businesses during the previous twelve (12) months and reporting on any agency initiatives or improvements to existing programs or activities that are likely to benefit entrepreneurs.
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