Local Mandate Fiscal Impact Estimate

Kentucky Legislative Research Commission
2014 Regular Session 
     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1071


	Bill #:
	HB 287


	Bill Subject/Title:
	An ACT relating to atheletic safety.


	Sponsor:
	Representative Ron Crimm


	Unit of Government:
	x
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	Local parks and recreation departments; local government legislative bodies


	Requirement:
	x
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	x
	Modifies Existing
	x
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 287 requires that all baseball and softball fields (with at least 50 feet between bases) must have a chain-link fence between the field and dugouts, or areas where athletic participants congregate. The bill specifies the height of the fence (five feet, or the height of the roof of the dugout). The bill specifies penalties for failure to comply; $500 for the first offense and from $750 to $1500 for subsequent offenses. These requirements are to take effect by April 1, 2015. 

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 287 on local government would be an indeterminable additional cost.

It is unknown how many local governments do not presently have the fences required by this legislation. While many local governments have such fences at their fields, the extent to which they meet the bill’s height specifications is not known. In many cases there may be a fence in front of a dugout, but not the height of the dugout roof and thus it would have to be replaced. Also, implementation and costs of these requirements are complicated by the fact that baseball and softball fields are sometimes multi-purpose fields and their physical arrangements can change from one event to another, and thus the required location of the required fence may be an issue. The cost of such fencing ranges between $700 and $800 for commercially installed five-foot fencing. Fencing the height of a dugout roof would approach $1,000 if installed by a local government; significantly more if commercially installed. 
The citation and fine provisions in Section 1(3) of the bill would not be enforceable against local government, but (assuming an actual refusal to build the fences) local government could be subject to the provisions of KRS 522.030 relating to official misconduct.

	Data Source(s):
	Kentucky League of Cities; Kentucky High School Athletic Association; Fayette County Public Schools; Fayette County Parks and Recreation department
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