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AN ACT relating to athletic safety.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 438 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Any owner of a baseball or softball field, except for a field dedicated primarily to the use of a professional baseball organization, shall erect chain-link fencing between the field and the dugout or area where athletic participants congregate, and the fencing shall extend for the full length of this area. Where there is a dugout with a roof, the fence must be erected from the ground to at least the height of the roof. If no dugout with a roof is present, the fence must be erected from the ground to no less than five (5) feet in height. Fencing shall be erected at any baseball or softball field no later than April 1, 2015.

(2)
In order for the provisions of subsection (1) of this section to apply, the baseball or softball field must measure at least fifty (50) feet between bases and be open for public use and enjoyment.

(3)
The first violation of subsection (1) of this section shall be punishable by a fine of not less than five hundred dollars ($500) and not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) per baseball or softball field. Any subsequent violation shall be punishable by not less than seven hundred and fifty dollars ($750) and not more than one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) per baseball or softball field.
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