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MEASURE’S PURPOSE: The purpose of this measure is to clarify language defining merchant electric generating facility, add setback and public meeting requirements to electric generating support structures and facilities, require an additional public meeting prior to filing an application with the Siting Board, add land use changes to site assessment reports, extend the time the Siting Board has to act on plant applications, electric transmission lines, and carbon dioxide transmission pipelines from 90 to 120 days, or if there was a public meeting, from 120 to 180 days, specifies that home rule sections of KRS is not diminished by this act, require city-owned utilities to hold public meetings to inform them about any proposed wind generating facility construction, and declares an emergency and makes the act in effect as soon as the Governor signs it. 
PROVISIONS/MECHANICS: Section 1 clarifies existing language in KRS 278.700 for merchant electric generating facilities to include output of all related structures and facilities.

Section 2 also clarifies existing language and adds language to KRS 278.704 to include electricity generating-related structures and facilities to the list of buildings that are required to maintain a certain distance from schools and residential areas.  Language also adds a requirement for any project acquiring property rights to hold a public meeting to inform and answer questions at the request of the local government or the Public Service Commission. 
Section 3 amends KRS 278.706 to require a public meeting prior to filing an application with Siting Board. 

Section 4 amends KRS 278.708 to add land use changes to site assessment reports.  

Section 5 amends KRS 278.710 to increase the amount of time the Siting Board has to approve merchant electric generating facilities from 90 days to 120 day, or if a hearing is requested, from 120 days to 180 days.  
Section 6 amends KRS 278.714 to increase the amount of time the Siting Board has to approve electric transmission lines or carbon dioxide transmission lines from 90 days to 120 day, or if a hearing is requested, from 120 days to 180 days.  

Section 7 adds a new section to KRS Chapter 278 to specify that home rule sections of KRS’s are not diminished by the act. 
Section 8 creates a new section of KRS Chapter 96 to require city-owned or controlled electric generating facilities to have a public meeting to answer questions and inform the public about proposed wind generation facilities.  It also specifies timelines for holding the meeting and the posting of the meeting time and place. 
Section 9 declares an emergency and makes the act take effect on the Governor’s signature. 
FISCAL EXPLANATION: Since the windmill study to be conducted by the Public Service Commission was removed, there is no fiscal impact for this bill.  All costs associated with the public meeting will be borne by the entity that wishes to construct an electric generating facility, and the Public Service Commission assumes compliance with the meeting requirements, meaning there will be few if any fines.  
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