Local Mandate Fiscal Impact Estimate

Kentucky Legislative Research Commission
2014 Regular Session 
     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1007


	Bill #:
	HB 367 GA


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to nonpartisan elections.


	Sponsor:
	Representative Ryan Quarles 


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	County Boards of Elections/Cities


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	X
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
House Bill 367 GA amends KRS 83A.045 and 83A.170, mandating that election ballots for city officers in primary and regular elections specify the maximum number of candidates for which voters may vote, and repeals KRS 83A.110, thereby abolishing staggered terms for city legislative body members.

House Bill 367 GA adds sections to KRS 83A.100, requiring that the two candidates for city legislative bodies receiving the highest number of votes cast in each ward by eligible voters be deemed nominated from that ward in nonpartisan elections.  Cities would have the option of directing, via ordinance, that nonpartisan candidates be voted upon exclusively by the eligible voters of the ward in which the candidate resides.  There are existing provisions in KRS 83A.100 for partisan primaries in wards.  

The additional sections to KRS 83A.100 also stipulate that ordinances establishing or modifying the ward system must be sent to the county clerk within 240 days of a general election for both partisan and nonpartisan elections.  Currently four cities under KRS 83A.100 have wards:  Flatwoods and Somerset (nonpartisan) as well as Hopkinsville and Madisonville (partisan).
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
There is no anticipated fiscal impact to localities. 

There should not be any costs incurred by counties for changing the instructions on the ballot.  Printing of ballots occurs between the second Monday after the filing deadline and fifty days prior to the primary and general elections.  Legislation passed by the General Assembly is codified ninety days after the conclusion of a Legislative Session.  Since HB 367 GA neither specifies a different effective date nor contains an emergency clause that makes it effective as soon as it is signed by the Governor, the provisions of HB 367 GA will go into effect prior to the printing of ballots for the 2014 General Election. 
The repeal of KRS 83A.110 will not affect cities as they no longer hold staggered elections (unconstitutional based on 1992 amendment to Section 167 of the Kentucky Consitution - OAG 93-41).  The only locality with staggered elections for legislative members is Louisville Metro Government, which is governed by KRS 67C.103.

There are no costs associated with the stipulation that ordinances establishing or modifying the ward system must be sent to the county clerk within 240 days of a general election.
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