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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	155


	Bill #:
	HB 38 HCS


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to electrical inspections.


	Sponsor:
	Representative Larry Clark


	Unit of Government:
	x
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	Local legislative bodies, chief executive officers of cities and counties, electrical code enforcement units


	Requirement:
	x
	Mandatory
	x
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	x
	Modifies Existing
	x
	Adds New
	x 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 38 promotes statewide standardization of and local compliance with state requirements related to the establishment, administration and oversight of electrical inspection and permitting programs necessary for the safety of life and property. Local governing entity compliance with state electrical inspection requirements includes elements such as the adoption of an ordinance or resolution expressing intent and creating an electrical inspection program; adoption of an ordinance establishing a fee structure related to inspection cost; and the employment or contracting with or for electrical inspection services performed by a state-certified electrical inspector within in a designated jurisdiction.  Electrical work performed must be in accordance with standards provided within the National Electrical Code as adopted by the Commonwealth.  
The state Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction (HBC Department) has plan review, inspection and enforcement responsibility  over the National Electrical Code as adopted and incorporated into the Kentucky Building Code (815 KAR 7:120) and Kentucky Residential Code (815 KAR 7:125).  
HB 38 HCS retains the major provisions of the measure as introduced and makes the following changes in the bill:
Under Section 5 which creates a new section of KRS Chapter 227A,  the new subsections (4) and (5) relate to installation, removal, or maintenance of load control or energy conservation devices on customer properties by or under the control of the public utilities. Subsection (4) requires this work to be done in accordance with National Electrical Code standards as adopted by the Commonwealth (HBC Department). It does not apply to local government electrical program entities. Subsection (5) authorizes the HBC Department to promulgate administrative regulations establishing reporting and recordkeeping requirements for these public utility installers of the load control or energy conservation devices. Note that the HBC Department reports that local jurisdictions with electrical inspection programs are already enforcing the National Electrical Code standards. 
Under Section 11 which amends KRS 227.491(2), the removal of the brackets around subsection (a) have the effect of retaining the current statutory language disallowing one electrical inspector from overruling the judgment of another without first obtaining written consent from the supervisor of the original inspector. Thus the policy now in effect remains the same.
Under Section 11 which amends 227.491(3), and relates to conditions for a one year state suspension of an electrical inspector’s certification for noncompliance/violation of specified laws, the conditions are broadened to include noncompliance with Chapter 227 by that inspector. Implementation involves a HBC Department administrative action affecting the certification of individual certified electrical inspectors. If a local jurisdiction government electrical inspection program employed or contracted with a certified electrical inspector and that individual’s certification was suspended for one year, the local jurisdiction would have to find a replacement inspector.
Under Section 16 which amends KRS 227A.140, which relates to electrical licensing exemptions of homeowners and farmers on their real property, a conforming amendment is made.  As explained by the HBC Department, in the prefiled version of the bill, there was no change to the existing statutory language for this homeowner/farmer licensing exemption. Once the bill passed, this reference would be incorrect (due to the new requirements placed on homeowners and farmers by Section 8(2)(b)).  So this change to Section 16(3) avoids confusion in the final statute by rewording the exemption to make it subject to the new Sections 2 and 8 requirements, as originally intended. 
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 38 HCS on local jurisdiction electrical inspection programs is likely to be none to minimal.
The amendments to Section 11 under HB 38 HCS could affect local government electrical inspection programs  in instances in which the local program’s certified electrical inspector lost his or her certification for one year due to noncompliance or violation of KRS Chapter 227 or a HBC Department administrative regulation promulgated under that chapter.  If that one year suspension were to occur the local program which had contracted with or employed the certified electrical inspector would have to find a replacement. 
	Data Source(s):
	Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction, Public Protection Cabinet; 2012 RS HB 215 Task force Electrical Inspection/Licensure Final Report (2012)
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