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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1619


	Bill #:
	HB 429


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Gun rights.


	Sponsor:
	Representative Diane St. Onge


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	Local jails and local law enforcement


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
Under current law (KRS 527.040), a person shall not possess, manufacture, or transport a firearm when he or she has been convicted of a felony and has not been granted a full pardon by the Governor or by the President of the United States.  A violation of the statute is a Class D felony unless the firearm in question is a handgun in which case it is a Class C felony.

HB 429 amends KRS 527.040 to prohibit dishonorably discharged veterans and illegal aliens from possessing, manufacturing, or transporting firearms.

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 429 on local governments is unknown but expected to be minimal.
According to the Kentucky Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Association, very few dishonorably discharged veterans and illegal aliens possess firearms.  Therefore, passage of HB 429 would lead to a minimal increase in Class D and Class C felony prosecutions and convictions.

When a court denies bail to a Class D or Class C felony defendant, the local government is responsible for incarcerating the defendant in a Full Service or a Life Safety Jail until disposition of the case.  While the expense of housing inmates varies by jail, each additional inmate increases facility costs by an estimated average of $33.26 per day including medical costs.  Upon sentencing, a Class D felon is housed in one of Kentucky’s 77 Full Service jails for the duration of his or her sentence. Certain Class C felons are also housed in Full Service jails.   The Department of Corrections pays a jail $33.26 per day to house a Class D felon.  Since the per diem pays for the estimated average cost of housing a Class D felon, the per diem may be less than, equal to, or greater than the actual housing cost.  

Passage of HB 429 will mean a minimal increase in Class D and Class C felony defendants who do not make bail.  Therefore, jails will incur a minimal negative cost for housing these defendants until disposition of their cases.  
In summary, passage of HB 429 will mean a minimal increase in the housing of convicted Class D and Class C felons in jails. The Department of Corrections pays a jail $33.26 per day to house a Class D or a Class C felon.  Since the per diem pays for the estimated average cost of housing a Class D or a Class C felon, the per diem may be less than, equal to, or greater than the actual housing cost.
	Data Source(s):
	Kentucky Commonwealth's Attorney's Association; Dept. of Corrections
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