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AN ACT relating to levies for fire protection districts and volunteer fire departments.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 75 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Any fire protection district or volunteer fire department that is not operating an emergency ambulance service pursuant to KRS 75.040, and that levies a property tax at the maximum rate permitted by KRS 75.040(1)(a) of ten cents ($0.10) per one hundred dollars ($100) of valuation may increase the tax rate beyond the maximum rate permitted by KRS 75.040(1)(a) as follows:

(1)
(a)
During the five (5) year period, beginning July 1, 2015, the tax rate may be increased by a maximum of two cents ($0.02) per one hundred dollars ($100) of valuation;.
(b)
The rate may be increased during any year of the five (5) year period, and in any increment, so long as the total increase during the five (5) year period does not exceed two cents ($0.02) per one hundred dollars ($100) of assessed value; and

(c)
A fire protection district may continue to increase its rate by two cents ($0.02) per one hundred dollars ($100) of valuation every five (5) years until the rate equals twenty cents ($0.20) per one hundred dollars ($100) of valuation, at which point no additional increases shall be made;
(2)
(a)
Any rate increase proposed under subsection (1) of this section shall be adopted by resolution setting forth the amount of the requested levy and stating the purposes for which the proceeds shall be used. The resolution shall be forwarded to the legislative body that created the fire protection district or volunteer fire department or, in the case of a fire protection or volunteer fire department that operates in a county containing a consolidated local government, to the consolidated local government council. The legislative body or the consolidated local government council shall consider the resolution for an increase in the levy. If the legislative body or the consolidated local government council approves the increase in the levy, it shall do so by ordinance, and the levy may be imposed by the fire protection district or volunteer fire department, and shall be effective for assessments made on or after January 1 of the year following the year in which the levy was approved;

(b)
The rate established by this section shall apply, notwithstanding the provisions of KRS 132.023.

(3)
The property valuation administrator of the county or counties involved, with the cooperation of the board of trustees, shall note on the tax rolls the taxpayers and valuation of the property subject to the assessment. The county clerk shall compute the tax on the regular state and county tax bills in such manner as may be directed by administrative regulation of the Department of Revenue; and

(4)
Taxes imposed under the authority granted in this section shall be subject to the same delinquency date, discounts, penalties, and interest as are applied to the collection of ad valorem taxes and shall be collected by the sheriff of the county or counties involved and accounted for to the treasurer of the district. The sheriff shall be entitled to a fee of one percent (1%) of the amount collected by him or her.
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