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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	236


	Bill #:
	HB 53


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments.


	Sponsor:
	Representative Gerald Watkins


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	Local jails


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 53 amends KRS 532.110(1).  That statute deals with concurrent and consecutive terms of imprisonment.  Under HB 53, if a defendant is convicted of two or more Class A, Class B, or Class C felonies then the defendant’s sentences shall run consecutively.  This will increase the length of prison sentences because it will remove a judge’s ability to run the sentences concurrently.  
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 53 on local jails is indeterminable but expected to be minimal. 
The bill may reduce the number of state inmates eligible for housing in local jails; and therefore, local jails may see a decline in state prisoner reimbursements.  Alternatively, local jails may see a savings if the state reimbursement does not cover the actual cost of housing state inmates.  However, any decline or increase in revenue is speculative and expected to be minimal.

The bill will affect the Department of Corrections more than local jails (see the Corrections Impact Statement, dated 12/18/13).  Only certain Class C felons can be housed in local full service jails if there are no available state prison beds.  In order to be eligible for placement in a local jail, a Class C felon must be classified as community custody (within 24 months of parole eligibility), beds are available in a local jail, and state facilities are at capacity.   
Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating individuals who are charged with a felony (if they do not make bail) until disposition of the case.  While the expense of housing inmates varies by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $33.26 per day including medical costs.  Upon sentencing, the state Department of Corrections pays the jails to house these felony offenders at the $33.26 per day rate including a medical allowance. 
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