CORRECTIONS IMPACT STATEMENT         
SESSION: 14RS
BILL #:  FORMDROPDOWN 
  55
 FORMDROPDOWN 
    FORMDROPDOWN 
    
BR #: 234 
DOC ID#: BR023400.100 - 234 - 508
BILL SPONSOR(S):  FORMDROPDOWN 
 Watkins
AMENDMENT SPONSOR(S):  FORMDROPDOWN 
      
SUBJECT: AN ACT relating to parole. 
SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: Amend KRS 439.340 to allow the Governor to review parole orders issued by the Parole Board if review is requested by a victim. 
This
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 bill
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 amendment 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 committee substitute is expected to:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have the following Corrections impact 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have no Corrections impact
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Creates new crime(s)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Repeals existing crime(s)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Increases penalty for existing crime(s)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Decreases penalty for existing crime(s)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Increases incarceration 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Decreases incarceration
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reduces inmate/offender services
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Increases inmate/offender services
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Increases staff time or positions 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reduces staff time or positions
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Changes elements of offense for existing crime(s)


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Otherwise impacts incarceration (Explain)      

STATE IMPACT: Class A, B & C felonies are based on an average daily prison rate of $59.72. Most Class D felons are housed in one of 79 full service jails for up to 5 years. DOC’s cost to incarcerate a felony inmate in a jail is $34.59 per day (includes jail per diem, medical & central office costs), not including substance abuse treatment. Projections are based on the daily rate x 365 x number of years.
Projected Impact:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NONE
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MINIMAL
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MODERATE
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SIGNIFICANT
 FORMDROPDOWN 
 Section 1 Provides for an automatic stay of 30 days for an order granting parole if there is an identified victim, which shall be extended to 45 days if a victim files for a gubernatorial review. If the Governor accepts the request for review, the stay is automatically extended to 60 days.

Under the provisions of 2011 HB 463, the Parole Board is required to make parole decisions at least 60 days prior to an inmate’s parole eligibility date. If the provisions of this bill occur simultaneously with the current 60-day time period then the impact on DOC will be negligible unless the Governor reverses a parole decision and orders the Board to set a deferment date instead, or orders the Board to reconsider its decision which would extend the stay until the conclusion of that decision. Under either of these two scenarios, DOC would incur the cost of housing the inmate longer than if he/she received parole. There is no way to estimate how many victims would request the Governor's review. However, there is a significant difference in the cost to DOC of parole supervision versus incarceration. The cost to supervise an inmate is $3.04 per day compared to $59.72 per day to house an inmate in prison and $34.59 per day a for state inmate housed in a local jail.
There are currently provisions in place for victims to have input into the parole process. In 1986, the General Assembly enacted legislation designed to recognize the importance of involving the victims of crime and/or their family members in the criminal justice system. Of particular interest is the involvement of victims in the parole decision-making process. KRS 439.340 details the rights and responsibilities of victims and mandates the Parole Board to notify victims of scheduled parole hearings. The law also provides guidelines concerning the procedures to be followed to allow victims’ written input and verbal statements to the Parole Board. Victim Hearings provide an educational opportunity for both the victims and the Parole Board Members. This input personalizes each crime and enables the Board to understand and appreciate the effects of the crime on the victims. Information shared by victims at the hearings, as well as information from the Victim Impact Statement (VIS), is confidential. Victims may choose to have the hearing open or closed. If the hearing is closed only the Parole Board has access to the victim’s testimony. In the process of providing input, victims are also afforded the opportunity to better understand the statutes and regulations that determine parole eligibility. Many victims also have questions concerning the inmate’s behavior, program participation and other aspects of their incarceration. Two full-time staff members are responsible for notifying victims of upcoming parole hearings, processing VIS’s, scheduling Victim Hearings and assisting victims in other ways. 

DOC's Office of Victim Services (OVS) provides a broad range of information-related services to help victims stay informed about their offender during his/her incarceration and supervision status. Victims may call 24/7 to receive automated information through the VINE line at 800-511-1670 regarding offenders or call 877-687-6818 during regular business hours to speak directly to an OVS staff member.


LOCAL IMPACT: Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating individuals charged with Class A or B misdemeanors and felony defendants until disposition of the case. While the expense varies by jail, this estimated impact will be based on $33.26 per day, which equals the per diem and medical that DOC pays jails to house felony offenders. 
 FORMDROPDOWN 


The following offices contributed to this Corrections Impact Statement:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dept. of Corrections
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dept. of Kentucky State Police
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Administrative Office of the Courts  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Parole Board
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      
NOTE: Consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on state or local governments.
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