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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	11


	Bill #:
	HB 8 HCS


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Domestic Violence


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Tilley


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	Local law enforcement, local jails


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
Under current law, the domestic violence statutes (KRS 403.715 to 403.785) apply to family members and members of unmarried couples.  (That is, emergency protective orders and domestic violence orders are obtained and enforced against family members and members of unmarried couples.)  “Member of an unmarried couple” is defined in KRS 403.720 to mean each member of an unmarried couple which allegedly has a child in common, any children of that couple, or a member of an unmarried couple who are living together or have formerly lived together.  
HB 8 amends the definition of “member of an unmarried couple” so that it includes persons who are in a dating relationship or have been in one within the past three years.

HB 8/HCS requires that prior to issuing an emergency protective order or a domestic violence order, the court shall determine, first, whether the petitioner or respondent is a minor and, second, whether both parties attend school in the same school system.  If the two conditions are met, the court shall issue an order of protection having the least disruption in the administration of education to the parties while providing appropriate protection to the petitioner.   

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 8/HCS on local governments is expected to be a minimal increase in costs.

Local law enforcement already responds to acts of violence.  According to the Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police, while HB 8/HCS may cause local law enforcement to make more calls due to the expanded definition of “member of an unmarried couple,” once on the scene of an altercation involving members of an unmarried couple, local law enforcement will have more tools to defuse the situation or prevent it from escalating.  As a result, local law enforcement will have a minimal increase in costs.
The expanded definition of “member of an unmarried coupe” will also lead to more criminal convictions.  Someone who has been in a dating relationship and violates an emergency protective order or a domestic violence order may be held in contempt of court under KRS 403.760 or convicted of a Class A misdemeanor under KRS 403.763.  A person held in contempt of court usually serves a brief jail sentence while a person convicted of a Class A Misdemeanor may be incarcerated for up to one year.  
According to the Administrative Office of the Courts, over the last three years there was an average of 1,800 convictions per year pursuant to prosecutions brought under KRS 403.760 and KRS 403.763.  The expanded definition of “member of an unmarried couple” will lead to additional convictions under these statutes.  While the expense of housing inmates varies by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $33.26 per day including medical costs.  As a result, local jails will have an unknown but expected to be minimal increase in costs. 
	Data Source(s):
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