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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION encouraging the Cabinet for Health and Family Services to study treatments and services for heroin and other opioid addiction and increase training on addiction treatment for medical professionals.

WHEREAS, heroin and other opioid abuse rates in the Commonwealth have greatly increased in recent years; and

WHEREAS, overdose deaths have become the leading cause of accidental deaths in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, heroin and other opioid-related criminal cases strain the judicial system and jails in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the mortality and morbidity associated with opioid addiction will be significantly altered if addiction is treated as a disease and managed within the medical model; and

WHEREAS, heroin and other opioid addiction is treatable with an individualized treatment plan that may include medicine, cognitive/behavioral therapy, and peer support and heroin and other opioid-addicted individuals can recover and lead full and successful lives; and

WHEREAS, a well-organized response to the increasing heroin and other opioid usage rates throughout the Commonwealth can stop overdose deaths, and make early treatment available to more of our citizens;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Cabinet for Health and Family Services is encouraged to study the advantages and disadvantages of:

(1)
Requiring the Medicaid program and private insurers to pay for one year post-partum medication-assisted treatment for women with heroin and other opioid addiction;

(2)
Continuing medication-assisted-treatment indefinitely and only discontinuing at the discretion of the patient, physician, and treatment team; and

(3)
Establishing a mechanism to direct heroin and other opioid-addicted post-partum women into treatment facilities instead of the judicial system unless the patient is already incarcerated.

Section 2.   The Cabinet for Health and Family Services is encouraged to study the feasibility of and, if warranted, establish a physician-led committee composed of diverse regional, state, and national experts to assist in the development of evidence-based medical management standards to treat the disease of addiction in the Commonwealth and assist in developing overdose prevention and reaction protocols.

Section 3.   The Cabinet for Health and Family Services is encouraged to study and develop guidelines for the development and implementation of county and regional level wraparound teams for heroin and other opioid addiction that utilize physicians, social workers, and treatment and recovery professionals. The cabinet is encouraged to include the use of state qualified mental health facilities, treatment plans that utilize nonaddictive and nondivertible medication-assisted treatment to be continued indefinitely, and only discontinued at the discretion of the patient, physician, and treatment team, peer support services as necessary to overcome barriers to treatment, and cognitive and behavioral therapy.

Section 4.   The Cabinet for Health and Family Services is encouraged to collaborate with all medical schools and medical related post-graduate training programs in Kentucky including nursing schools, to include a minimum of ten (10) hours of coursework on the disease of addiction for all medical professionals providing direct patient care including but not limited to physicians, registered nurse practitioners, registered nurses, and physical therapists.

Section 5.   The Cabinet for Health and Family Services is encouraged to work with the licensing boards for medical and allied health professionals in Kentucky to increase continuing education units, at least to two (2) units every two (2) years, that focus on the disease of addiction.

Section 6.   The Cabinet for Health and Family Services is encouraged to make any recommendations for legislation to the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare by November 30, 2014.
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