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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION recognizing the value of innovations in agricultural and dairy practices and technologies.

WHEREAS, modern technologies and innovative farming methods have changed the way farmers work, which is particularly important as resource sustainability becomes key when ecosystems change or become more fragile; and

WHEREAS, median household income for Kentuckians is just above $41,000, average household income for farmers is roughly $34,000, and individual household incomes can vary considerably; and

WHEREAS, total returns to dairy farmers have decreased over the past ten years due to lower average milk prices, and the number of dairy farms has dwindled from over 2,600 according to a 1997 census to roughly 750 dairy farms today; and

WHEREAS, the need for farmers to act as good stewards of the land and to improve farm efficiencies is critical, and new technologies and innovations in farming practices are key in allowing the next generation of dairy farmers to continue the tradition of the family farm; and

WHEREAS, one example of a new dairy technologies is the portable dairying infrastructure, in  which mobile milking machines allow dairy farmers to milk cows in the fields directly; and

WHEREAS, this innovation is like many other innovations that the farming community may initially be reluctant to embrace, but the opportunities and rewards may be so great that it warrants further investigation;

WHEREAS, the portable dairying infrastructure could be like other innovations such as the selective pivot irrigation systems that let farmers direct the flow of water onto areas of cropland that need it most and solar panels which have been used to power cold storage facilities for longer produce storage;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives recognizes that innovations in farming practices are crucial for the survival and the support of farmers, which improves the lives of all citizens across the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives encourages new innovations in dairy farming to improve the financial opportunities for dairy farmers in the Commonwealth. The House of Representatives encourages the Kentucky Dairy Council and the Department of Public Health to obtain and review unbiased, independent laboratory milk samples to confirm the quality and public safety of the milk from portable dairying infrastructure.
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