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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION establishing the Kentucky Capital Punishment Integrity Task Force.

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Kentucky declares, "All power is inherent in the people," and principle of self-government is dependent upon the rule of law; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth reinstated the death penalty in 1976, solemnly reserving to its citizens the power to impose the ultimate punishment for transgressions against our society; and

WHEREAS, the individual case study method provides the opportunity to carefully review the past in context for the ideas that may guide the future;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is hereby directed to create the Kentucky Capital Punishment Integrity Task Force. The task force shall conduct its work through examining an individual case study of a Kentucky crime in which:

(1)
The crime charged was a capital offense; 

(2)
An individual was convicted of the crime;

(3)
The individual convicted was later exonerated; and

(4)
The exonerated person received a civil settlement as a result of the wrongful conviction. 

Section 2.   The final product of the task force shall be a report that uses the case study selected by the task force to examine the process of capital punishment convictions, and the various participants involved in the process, in order to make recommendations ensuring Kentucky administers capital punishment with integrity.

Section 3.   The task force shall be composed of 18 members: 6 voting members and 12 nonvoting members, with final membership of the task force being subject to the consideration and approval of the Legislative Research Commission. 

Section 4.   The six voting members shall be composed of:

(1)
Three members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate, one of whom shall be designated co-chair. Two of the appointed members shall be from the majority party and one shall be from the minority party;

(2)
Three members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, one of whom shall be designated co-chair. Two of the appointed members shall be from the majority party and one shall be from the minority party.

Section 5.   The 12 nonvoting members of the task force shall be composed of: 

(1)
The Chief Justice of the Kentucky Supreme Court, or designee;

(2)
The president of the Kentucky Commonwealth Attorneys' Association or designee;

(3)
The president of the Kentucky Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, or designee;

(4)
The Public Advocate of the Kentucky Department of Public Advocacy, or designee;

(5)
The president of the Kentucky State Fraternal Order of Police, or designee;

(6)
The president of the Kentucky Association of Circuit Court Clerks, or designee;

(7)
A designee from the Office of Victims Advocacy within the Office of the Attorney General; 

(8)
The commissioner of the Kentucky Department of Criminal Justice Training, or designee;

(9)
The president of the Kentucky Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty, or designee;

(10)
The secretary of the Justice and Public Safety Cabinet, or designee;

(11)
The Governor of Kentucky, or designee; and

(12)
The director of the Southern Police Institute at the University of Louisville, or designee. 

Section 6.   In creating the report recommendations through examining the case study, nonvoting members shall hear testimony, question those who come before the task force, make recommendations to the voting members in regard to their specific fields of expertise, and any other privileges or responsibilities granted by the co-chairs of the task force.

Section 7.   Voting members are given with the same responsibilities as nonvoting members and are also required to vote on the recommendations contained in the final report.   

Section 8.   The task force shall meet during the 2014 Interim of the General Assembly and shall submit a report to the Legislative Research Commission for referral to the appropriate interim joint committee or committees by December 1, 2014.

Section 9.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof and to designate a study completion date.
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