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A JOINT RESOLUTION designating honorary names for the two Ohio River bridges under construction in Jefferson County.

WHEREAS, for years the traffic patterns of Louisville, Jefferson County, and Southern Indiana have been stymied by an incomplete interstate system that frustrated commuters, restricted commerce, and stifled development; and

WHEREAS, despite repeated attempts by politicians and civic leaders, the completion of the Interstate 265 loop and the construction of a second downtown bridge on Interstate 65 seemed to be a dream that would never be fulfilled; and

WHEREAS, even the announcement of the two-bridge plan in 2002 and early attempts at securing funding were not assurances that construction would ever begin; and

WHEREAS, things began to change in 2007 and 2008 with the publication of a financing plan, appointment of the Louisville Southern Indiana Bridges Authority, and the development of a shared work arrangement that had each state taking over the responsibility of constructing one of the bridges; and

WHEREAS, construction has recently begun on the bridges and the associated approach work, and the community finally sees tangible progress towards an elusive goal; and

WHEREAS, it was the leaders of these two great states, Governor Steve Beshear of Kentucky and Governor Mitch Daniels of Indiana, two men who put aside all that could divide them, such as political party affiliation and regional provincialism, to spearhead this project and put it on the path to fruition; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper that the bold and decisive leadership of these two Governors be commemorated on the project which will link them in history;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet shall designate the bridge currently under construction on Interstate 65 over the Ohio River in Louisville as the "Governor Steven L. Beshear Bridge" and shall, within 30 days of the opening of the bridge to vehicle traffic, erect appropriate signs denoting this designation.

Section 2.   The Transportation Cabinet shall designate the bridge currently under construction on Interstate 265 over the Ohio River in Eastern Jefferson County as the "Governor Mitch Daniels Bridge" and shall, within 30 days of the opening of the bridge to vehicle traffic, erect appropriate signs denoting this designation.
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