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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education to study issues related to institutional tuition and fee policies and alternative options.

WHEREAS, in 1997, the Kentucky General Assembly enacted the Postsecondary Education Reform Act, on the principle that the general welfare and material well-being of the citizens of the Commonwealth depend upon the development of a well-educated and highly trained workforce; and

WHEREAS, as part of the Postsecondary Education Reform Act of 1997, the General Assembly set forth goals to be achieved on behalf of the people of the Commonwealth by the year 2020, as codified in KRS 164.003; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly recognized that achieving these goals will be accomplished only through increased educational attainment at all levels; and

WHEREAS, from 2001 to 2012, average resident tuition and fees at the Commonwealth's public four-year postsecondary institutions increased 140 percent from an average of $2,971 to $7,135 per year; and

WHEREAS, Kentuckians graduating from the Commonwealth’s public universities in 2012 carry an average debt of $24,111, hampering their ability to pursue opportunities because of financial burdens; and

WHEREAS, the resulting tuition and debt concerns have contributed to slowed in-state enrollments, which increased by 17 percent between 2002 and 2009, but only by 0.7 percent between 2009 and 2012 as Kentucky families struggle to afford postsecondary education; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education is hereby directed to conduct a study of postsecondary institutional tuition and fee policies and alternative options that includes:

(a)
A comprehensive review of existing tuition-based financial policies and practices at the institutional level that govern the setting of tuition and fees;

(b)
Alternative tuition and fee policies, strategies, and pilot programs being developed in other states, including Oregon, that may be adapted to Kentucky to mitigate financial strain on in-state students while ensuring adequate financial stability for public universities; and

(c)
Policy recommendations for the General Assembly and the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education for alternative tuition and fee policies, strategies, and pilot programs for public postsecondary institutions in Kentucky.

Section 2.   The Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education shall submit a report of its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission by October 15, 2014.
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