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A JOINT RESOLUTION urging the Kentucky Department of Parks to conduct an internal review of processes necessary to enter into public and private partnerships.

WHEREAS, the Kentucky State Parks system has been known as the "Nation's Finest" park system over the years; and
WHEREAS, the Kentucky State Parks system includes various recreational parks catering to outdoor enthusiasts who wish to take in the beautiful natural environment of the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky State Parks include many historic sites detailing the captivating history of the Commonwealth of Kentucky while commemorating events that span centuries in Kentucky dating back to the prehistoric era and continuing through the Civil War; and
WHEREAS, Kentucky State Parks also feature spectacular resort parks offering full service lodges showcasing fantastic dining, golf, swimming, hiking, and boating; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky proudly boasts the largest developed state parks system in the country with numerous resort parks surrounded by some of the most striking landscapes in the world; and
WHEREAS, the economic downturn has resulted in fewer resources available to operate and maintain the Commonwealth's 49 parks; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department of Parks seeks to supplement guest services and to protect and enhance parks operations, facilities, and jobs; and

WHEREAS, it is of great importance to allow the Kentucky Department of Parks to explore public and private partnerships to enhance facilities and operations of Kentucky State Parks, as well as to support the jobs of its employees;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The General Assembly does hereby urge the Kentucky Department of Parks to conduct an internal review of the processes necessary to enter into public and private partnerships and to identify legislative or regulatory barriers currently preventing such partnerships.

Section 2.   The General Assembly does hereby urge the Kentucky Department of Parks to submit a detailed report to The General Assembly no later than October 31, 2014.
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