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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Kentucky Law Enforcement Council to study current and needed post-traumatic stress disorder training, policies, and resources for peace officers.

WHEREAS, peace officers are likely to encounter dangerous situations and experience traumatic events in the course of their duties protecting the citizens of Kentucky, and these encounters bring with them the danger of post-traumatic stress disorder; and

WHEREAS, post-traumatic stress disorder is an anxiety disorder characterized by re-experiencing a traumatic event, and the prevalence of post-traumatic stress disorder continues to increase among peace officers; and

WHEREAS, symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder are neural hypersensitivity, avoidance of stimuli associated with the traumatic event, and other symptoms that greatly inhibit a peace officer's ability to perform his or her duties; and

WHEREAS, post-traumatic stress disorder must be treated by a mental health professional;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky Law Enforcement Council is directed to study current and developing best practices for training, policies, and resources that should be made available to peace officers for the prevention and treatment of post-traumatic stress disorder and to deliver a report to the Legislative Research Commission on that subject no later than November 1, 2014.

Section 2.   The study shall address:

(1)
Current training, policies, and resources offered to state and local peace officers to prevent and treat post-traumatic stress disorder;

(2)
Recommended model training, policies, and resources to prevent and treat post-traumatic stress disorder, based upon academic and professional research, including that of mental health professionals;

(3)
Current expenditures and efforts to address post-traumatic stress disorder for peace officers for each department and agency employing peace officers in the Commonwealth; and

(4)
An analysis of the potential costs and benefits of mandating that the future practice of all law enforcement agencies relative to post-traumatic stress disorder reflect the model training, policies, and resources recommended by the study.
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