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A JOINT RESOLUTION designating the "Robert R. Thornsberry Bridge" in Knott County.

WHEREAS, Robert R. Thornsberry was born on March 10, 1925, to Andrew Jackson and Malissa Slone Thornsberry, and he traversed these earthly bounds on May 17, 2012, while surrounded by his wife, Patricia, family, and friends; and

WHEREAS, when Robert R. Thornsberry was three years old, his father was killed while serving as a magistrate raiding a moonshine still; and 

WHEREAS, to honor his father, Robert R. Thornsberry worked diligently to have his father's name recorded at the National Law Enforcement Officer's Memorial in Washington, D.C.; and

WHEREAS, Robert R. Thornsberry volunteered for the army at age 18; and

WHEREAS, Robert R. Thornsberry was advised to stay stateside due to eye problems, but he wanted to serve his country as a fighting soldier; and

WHEREAS, Robert R. Thornsberry was a member of the 53 Headquarters 7th Army European African Middle Theater; and

WHEREAS, Robert R. Thornsberry's battalion served in Rome-Arno, Southern France, Northern France, and the Rhineland in World War II; and

WHEREAS, Robert R. Thornsberry fought in at least four major battles, including the Battle of the Bulge; and

WHEREAS, Robert R. Thornsberry was decorated with four gold stars, a gold leaf, and other awards which he never mentioned; and

WHEREAS, after the war and his honorable discharge, Robert R. Thornsberry took advantage of the GI Bill, finished his education, and became a hospital administrator for ARH Hospitals in Eastern Kentucky and West Virginia; and

WHEREAS, while at ARH Hospitals, Robert R. Thornsberry and a coworker designed the logo for ARH Hospitals; and

WHEREAS, in his retirement, Robert R. Thornsberry wrote articles on birds and bird watching for the local weekly newspaper, The Troublesome Creek Times, and became known as Robert (the Birdman) Thornsberry; and

WHEREAS, Robert R. Thornsberry's passing has left a void in the lives of all that knew him; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper that we honor Robert R. Thornsberry and his service to our country;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet shall designate the bridge at the intersection of Kentucky Route 15 and Kentucky Route 1231 in Knott County the "Robert R. Thornsberry Bridge," and shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect appropriate signs denoting this designation.
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