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A RESOLUTION urging state universities to research the decline of Kentucky's honey bee population.

WHEREAS, honey bees are a primary pollinator of food crops and an essential part of agriculture nationwide; and

WHEREAS, honey bees are needed to pollinate approximately one-third of the world's crop production, including important crops such as apples, blueberries, cantaloupes, cucumbers, peaches, pumpkins, squash, and strawberries; and

WHEREAS, honey production is an important part of maintaining Kentucky's honey bee population, bolstering the economic viability of farms and farm stands throughout the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, honey has been known since ancient times for its health properties as an anti-inflammatory agent throughout the body, serving as an emollient treatment for sore throats and coughs, and as a curative salve for burns and insect bites; and

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Agriculture and the United States Environmental Protection Agency identify the rapid decline of the honey bee population as a complex problem with multiple factors stressing the honey bee population, including disease, predators, and environmental stressors such as limited access to water and exposure to pesticides; and

WHEREAS, approximately 31 percent of the nation's managed honey bee colonies were lost during the 2012 winter; and

WHEREAS, it is important to support Kentucky's 3,500 beekeepers to ensure that the Commonwealth will continue to have the valuable resource of honey bees for pollination and crop production;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body hereby urges the University of Kentucky, Kentucky State University, Eastern Kentucky University, and other state universities with honey bee research programs, to intensify research efforts relating to the decline of Kentucky's honey bee population and to work with Kentucky's farmers to manage crop production as it is impacted by the decline of the honey bee population.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the University of Kentucky, S-107 Ag Science Building North, Lexington, Kentucky 40546; and Kentucky State University, 400 East Main Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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