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A RESOLUTION relating to genetically modified crops.

WHEREAS, as more research is being undertaken in regard to genetically modified crops, it is appropriate to pay homage to the work of the late Dr. Norman E. Borlaug, an Iowa-born plant scientist who would have turned 100 years old on March 25, 2014; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Borlaug, whose birth date coincides this year with "National Agriculture Day," is revered as one of the agricultural scientists responsible for saving hundreds of millions from famine, starvation, and death; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Borlaug is renowned as one of America's and the world's greatest agricultural scientists and is considered the "Father of the Green Revolution" for having developed miracle wheat in Mexico and then taking it to East Asia and the Middle East as they faced imminent, massive food shortages in the mid-1950s and early 1960s; and

WHEREAS, developments in genetic modification have led to improvements of food crops with pest resistance, herbicide tolerance, disease resistance, drought resistance, and enhanced nutritional qualities; and

WHEREAS, food derived from genetically modified crops undergoes rigorous testing before entering the marketplace; and

WHEREAS, it has been estimated that today over 4 million acres of land worldwide are cultivated with genetically modified crops; and

WHEREAS, there is evidence that genetically modified crops have resulted in significant benefits, including higher crop yields, reduced farm costs, increased farm profits, and improvements in health and the environment; and

WHEREAS, the world's population has exceeded 7 billion and is predicted to increase by 50 percent in the next 50 years; and

WHEREAS, ensuring an adequate food supply for the projected increasing worldwide population will be a major challenge in the years to come. As they are now, American farmers will be asked to help meet those challenges; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives honors the memory of Dr. Norman E. Borlaug and encourages everyone to be mindful of the role that genetically modified crops will continue to play in maintaining an adequate food supply in the United States and in the world.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the State Agriculture and Rural Leaders organization, Carolyn Orr, Executive Secretary, 6181 West State Road 28, West Lebanon, Indiana 47991, for submittal to appropriate state and federal officials.
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