UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF 03/04/14
14 REG. SESS.
14 RS BR 2017


A RESOLUTION urging Congress, the Department of Defense, and the Department of Veterans Affairs to recognize and address military sexual trauma.

WHEREAS, approximately 26,000 incidents of military sexual assault occurred in 2012, an increase of 36 percent from fiscal year 2011. Of those 26,000 incidents of sexual assault, only 2,558 were reported and only 300 offenders were brought to trial; and

WHEREAS, military sexual assault affects both men and women, with approximately 12,000 female and 14,000 male victims of military sexual assault in 2012. Most of the assaults occurred on base or in a combat zone, with 67 percent of assaults on women and 73 percent of assaults on men on base and 19 percent of women and 20 percent of men experiencing sexual assault in a combat zone. Moreover, 20 percent of female victims experienced sexual assault on a ship or field exercise; and

WHEREAS, the rate of female victims victimized by sexual assaults in the military increased from one in 26 in 2010 to one in 16 in 2012, and one in five female victims experienced unwanted sexual contact while serving in the military; and

WHEREAS, fewer than one in six military sexual assault victims comes forward to tell their superiors or anyone else about incidents of sexual assault in the military, usually because the victim and the offender are in the same command; and

WHEREAS, just as treatment for post-traumatic stress disorder is critical, it is critical that victims of military sexual trauma receive treatment. In 2012, 85,000 veterans in the United States were treated for injuries and illnesses related to military sexual assault, but with approximately 26,000 incidents occurring in 2012 alone, this is still a small number of the estimated total of veterans who may need treatment; and

WHEREAS, the vast majority of military sexual assault victims do not have reasonable access to treatment. Only two VA hospitals in the United States contain a military sexual trauma unit, with locations in California and Florida. Thus, only 3.3 million out of the approximately 21.5 million veterans in the United States have a VA hospital with a military sexual trauma unit in their home state; and

WHEREAS, victims of military sexual trauma need a VA hospital in the central United States that specifically addresses their illness. Kentucky would provide an ideal location for a VA hospital with a dedicated military sexual trauma unit. Interstates 64, 65, 71, and 75 cross the state and provide convenient access to major cities in surrounding states, which comprise much of the population of the central United States. Moreover, the Lexington VA Hospital-Leestown Campus contains extra space to house treatment and counseling for victims of military sexual trauma; and

WHEREAS, the federal government has devoted little attention to treatment for victims of military sexual trauma. Until the Department of Veterans Affairs and Department of Defense recognize and implement a system devoted to treating military sexual trauma, the only recourse for victims is through private providers, usually not included in their health plans, and at their own expense. To rectify the problem, Congressman Andy Barr has introduced H.R. 3775, known as the Military SAVE Act, which allows military sexual assault victims to receive treatment from private providers by vouchers until the VA is equipped to address the illness of military sexual trauma within its own network;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The United States Congress and the Kentucky Congressional delegation are urged to enact H.R. 3775, known as the Military SAVE Act, pending before the 113th Congress. 

Section 2.   The Department of Defense and Department of Veterans Affairs are urged to grant military sexual trauma the same recognition as post-traumatic stress disorder, acknowledge victims of military sexual trauma, and ensure they have access to immediate treatment.

Section 3.   The Department of Veterans Affairs is urged to implement a military sexual trauma program at the Lexington VA Hospital on Leestown Road and an additional hospital in the central United States that specializes in treatment for military sexual trauma.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall send a copy of this Resolution to the President and Vice President of the United States of America, the Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, the Minority Leader of the United States House of Representatives, the Majority Leader of the United States Senate, the Minority Leader of the United States Senate, and each member of the Kentucky delegation to the Congress of the United States.
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