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A RESOLUTION urging the rehabilitation, maintenance, and preservation of old tobacco barns, once an integral part of the system of burley and fire-cured tobacco cultivation in the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, tobacco is perhaps more deeply rooted in the nation's agrarian past than any other commodity, with a history that can be traced to the English settlements in the early 1600s; and

WHEREAS, the colonists  who made their way west and south from the Carolinas, Virginia, and Pennsylvania into what is now Kentucky, brought along customs and agricultural practices, tobacco cultivation among them; and

WHEREAS, in the intervening years from the Colonial Era, Kentucky came to become one of the premier tobacco-growing states, with the leaf standing for decades as the main cash crop on farms throughout the state. Kentucky has long been the leading burley tobacco production state; and

WHEREAS, during the zenith of tobacco production, the barns served an important function, from housing tobacco as it cured to the distinctive reddish brown color, to serving as the structure in which the cured leaf was stripped from the stalk to be packed and readied for market; and

WHEREAS, the curing barns once literally dotted Kentucky's rural landscape, standing wherever tobacco was grown; and

WHEREAS, with Congressional approval of the federal tobacco buyout a decade ago, coupled with declining tobacco consumption nationwide, tobacco cultivation has dropped sharply, and more and more of the older barns are no longer needed and are falling into disrepair, are collapsing, or are being torn down; and

WHEREAS, some tobacco-growing states are undertaking various types of preservation movements, namely efforts in Maryland and North Carolina, a restoration program as a part of Restoration Virginia, and a Kentucky project that promotes the display of quilt patterns on barns as part of some sightseeing trails; and

WHEREAS, one consideration for this body to help preserve the old barns could be a state tax credit available to those who preserve and maintain the old tobacco barns, if the structures are open to the public to see firsthand; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Parks is to be commended for doing its part in preserving old tobacco barns still standing on state parks grounds, including barns found at the Kentucky Horse Park;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby encourage and support its citizens and divisions and subdivisions of the state to do all they can to rehabilitate, maintain, and preserve the old tobacco barns that are emblematic of Kentucky's storied and rich tobacco heritage.
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