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A RESOLUTION honoring Automaticus Rex upon winning the FIRST LEGO League Robotics State Championship.

WHEREAS, Automaticus Rex, which means "Robot King" in Latin, is a homeschool robot team that has competed in FIRST LEGO League (FLL) competitions for three seasons; and 

WHEREAS, FLL is a robotics program for 9- to 14-year-olds that is designed to get children excited about science and technology and to teach them important lessons about life, innovation, and the joy of competition; and 

WHEREAS, there are over 22,000 teams worldwide that participate in FLL. Each FLL challenge has three parts: the Robot Game, the Project, and FLL Core Values. Teams participate in the challenge by programming an autonomous robot to score points on a themed playing field (Robot Game), developing a solution to a problem they have identified (Project), and along the way they are guided by FLL Core Values, which ensure good sportsmanship; and

WHEREAS, for their Project, Automaticus Rex chose the cleanup of West Liberty, Kentucky, after it was hit by an F3 tornado in March 2012. The problem the team researched was that recovery workers were often electrocuted by power lines, and the members of the team designed a suit that would protect workers in such harrowing circumstances. To research this problem, they traveled to West Liberty to meet with emergency personnel and to the Fayette Emergency Management Control Center; and 

WHEREAS, almost 200 teams from across the Commonwealth of Kentucky compete for a chance to win the state championship. This year Automaticus Rex won the FLL state title for the second season in a row, and the championship has earned them an invitation to the North American Open Championship in San Diego, California, on May 16-18, 2014. Automaticus Rex is currently working to raise the funds necessary to attend the championship; and 

WHEREAS, Automaticus Rex has been an outstanding representative for the Commonwealth of Kentucky through their robot designs, scientific projects, and core values. This body honors the team members, David Gedney, Damien Lopez, Philippe Bischel, and Joey Gedney, and their coaches and mentor, Stephen Gedney, Carolyn Gedney, Pat Bischel, and Alex Breffeld;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives hereby congratulates Automaticus Rex upon winning the FIRST LEGO League state championship, and grants them best wishes as they continue to fundraise for a chance to compete in the North American Open Championship in May 2014.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Automaticus Rex.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Ryan Quarles for delivery.
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