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A RESOLUTION honoring Cowboy Up for a Cure.

WHEREAS, Cowboy up for a Cure, Inc., is a nonprofit organization that provides funding to benefit children who are suffering with various forms of pediatric cancer; and 

WHEREAS, cancer is the leading cause of death in children under the age of 15 in the United States. Every 5.7 minutes, somewhere in the world a child dies from cancer, and one in three children diagnosed with cancer will not live a normal life span. Less than five percent of the federal government's funding for cancer research is designated for childhood cancer research, even as the incidents of invasive pediatric cancer are up by 29 percent. One in four elementary schools in the United States has a child with cancer, and as a response to these alarming facts, Cowboy Up for a Cure strives to be a positive force in this Commonwealth's fight against this terrible disease; and

WHEREAS, Cowboy Up for a Cure was started by Rebecca and Jeremy Shyrock, residents of Versailles, Kentucky, as a response to their son Drew's battle with cancer. The couple has suffered through the diagnosis and its difficult aftermath with their son, and they began Cowboy up for a Cure to help tell their story and to be their son's voice so that other children may get the help they need to live long, happy, fulfilling lives; and 

WHEREAS, Cowboy Up for a Cure recently presented the University of Kentucky Pediatric Hematology/Oncology Clinic a check of $50,000 to provide services that will help improve the lives of children battling pediatric cancer. This past Christmas, they partnered with The Gap and Old Navy in Fayette Mall to bring an amazing Christmas to local families who have children battling pediatric cancer; and 

WHEREAS, Cowboy Up for a Cure works closely with doctors, nurses, social workers, and the families of children who are suffering with pediatric cancer to help make sure that their needs are being met as they focus on the well-being of these precious children. The organization provides these services as they tirelessly try to raise awareness throughout Kentucky and elsewhere about the many hurdles families will encounter as they move along the difficult road from diagnosis to treatment to recovery; and

WHEREAS, this honorable body applauds such organizations that strive to achieve the greater good for the citizens of this Commonwealth, especially those children who are helpless in the face of a terrible disease. Cowboy Up for a Cure is one such organization, and this body commends the work of Rebecca and Jeremy Shyrock for their courage in the face of the greatest adversity, for their selfless sacrifice to other families who may feel helpless and lost, and for the indelible mark they have left upon the children of this Commonwealth with their spirit of giving and hope;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives honors Cowboy up for a Cure and wishes the Shyrock family the best of luck as they continue to give of their time and treasure and to raise awareness about pediatric cancer.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Cowboy Up for a Cure.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative James Kay for delivery.
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