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A RESOLUTION honoring Belfry High School football coach Philip Haywood upon being named USA Today High School Sports' Best High School Football Coach.

WHEREAS, Belfry High School football coach Philip Haywood began his extraordinary coaching career at his alma mater of Prestonsburg High School, where he won 72 games; and

WHEREAS, in 1984, Coach Haywood was hired at Belfry High School, where he has amassed a coaching record that is almost unparalleled in the history of Kentucky high school athletics. Coming into the 2013 season, Coach Haywood had won 361 career games, an achievement that put him at number 20 on the all-time national wins list; and

WHEREAS, the USA Today High School Sports' inaugural Best High School Football Coach Competition was an attempt to honor and recognize the sport's most talented coach. Four hundred and eight candidates were chosen for the competition, which was decided on fan voting. With more than two million votes, Coach Philip Haywood advanced through each round of the competition and was crowned the Best High School Football Coach in America; and

WHEREAS, Belfry High School, an unincorporated community in Pike County, Kentucky, has seen unheralded success as a program under Coach Haywood. The 2013 season saw yet another impressive slate for the Pirates, as they finished the season with 14 wins and their third state championship; and

WHEREAS, this honorable body commends the work of those coaches who become markers of success in their communities, and in so doing touch the lives of a generation of young athletes. Coach Philip Haywood of Belfry High School is one such coach, and he is acknowledged for his impressive career with the Belfry Pirates; congratulated for his work ethic and talent as a leader of young men; and honored for being named USA Today High School Sports' Best High School Football Coach;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives hereby congratulates Coach Philip Haywood for being named USA Today High School Sports' Best High School Football Coach, acknowledges the hard work of the myriad players and coaches who have tirelessly strived to help Coach Haywood achieve this indelible honor, and wishes him the best of luck in all his future endeavors.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Coach Philip Haywood.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Keith Hall for delivery.
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