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A RESOLUTION recognizing March 26, 2014, as Bluegrass Music Day in the House of Representatives.

WHEREAS, the roots of Kentucky's Bluegrass music can be traced to the earliest English, Irish, and Ulster-Scots immigrants settling in Appalachia; and

WHEREAS, the traditional folk melodies and instrumentation of Continental settlers in Appalachia readily blended with Southern gospel music and African-American spirituals and blues to create a unique sound that is now immediately identified throughout the world as Bluegrass music; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky is the birthplace of many of the most original, accomplished, and recognized Bluegrass musicians, from the founders of Bluegrass music such as Bill Monroe and the Osborne Brothers, to contemporary, cutting-edge musicians such as J.D. Crowe, Sam Bush, Ricky Skaggs, Patty Loveless, and Don Rigsby and Midnight Call; and

WHEREAS, the impact of Bluegrass music is witnessed throughout the Commonwealth in numerous, internationally known festivals such as the Festival of the Bluegrass in Lexington, the Rudy Fest in Grayson, the Poppy Mountain Bluegrass Festival in Morehead, and the Goin' Back to Harlan Festival on the campus of the Southeast Community and Technical College; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky is the home to museums dedicated to preserving the heritage of Bluegrass music, such as the International Bluegrass Museum in Owensboro and the Bill Monroe Museum in Rosine, and master luthiers such as Carter County's Gary Cotton, whose guitars and mandolins are prized by professional musicians throughout the world; and 

WHEREAS, Morehead State University's Kentucky Center for Traditional Music and the Hazard Community and Technical College's Kentucky School of Bluegrass and Traditional Music offer degreed programs for students pursuing advanced training or careers in music and entertainment; and

WHEREAS, Don Rigsby, cousin of Ricky Skaggs, became the first full-time director of Morehead State University's Kentucky Center for Traditional Music. Mr. Rigsby promotes Bluegrass music through private instruction and music camps around the world. He has received numerous award, among them the Association of Independent Music's "Gospel Album of the Year," the 1999 Bluegrass Now Magazine Fans' Choice Award for Vocal Tenor of the Year, the 2001 Governor's Kentucky Star Award, and the International Bluegrass Music Association's 2005 Recorded Event of the Year and Album of the Year for his role as producer of the Larry Sparks project "40," and 2006 Recorded Event of the Year for participating in the "Celebration of Life" project for Saint Jude's; and

WHEREAS, Bluegrass music, as are bourbon and Thoroughbred horse racing, is a fundamental and traditional component of Kentucky's cultural heritage that people from all regions of America and throughout the world readily identify and seek out as uniquely appealing;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives recognizes March 26, 2014, as Bluegrass Music Day, and honors Don Rigsby and Midnight Call for their appearance before this Honorable Body.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Bluegrass music, Don Rigsby and Midnight Call, and in appreciation of Bluegrass music enthusiasts around the world.
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