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A RESOLUTION honoring Boone Gardiner Garden Center for 115 years of business.

WHEREAS, Boone Gardiner is the Louisville area's oldest nursery and one of the founders of the industry in the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, begun on May 12, 1899, by Francis Boone Gardiner, the business went from a small homegrown nursery into a thriving operation known as the Boone Gardiner Garden Center, Nursery, and Greenhouses; and 

WHEREAS, upon Mr. Gardiner's death in 1927, his widow ran the business until 1933, when Daniel Boone Gardiner took over and moved the nursery to the intersection of Shelbyville Road and Hurstbourne Lane. Weathering the Great Depression, Mr. Gardiner continued to operate the family business and was able to plant a significant number of nursery plants around greater Louisville, in areas such as downtown, along Eastern Parkway, in Cave Hill Cemetery and Bernheim Arboretum, and in some of the most prestigious residential areas in the city; and

WHEREAS, in 1985, Daniel Boone Gardiner retired and the Boone Gardiner Garden Center moved to a new location on Shelbyville Road. Operated now by Daniel Stephens Gardiner, the location contained 60 acres, a nursery and garden center, and a Watch-Us-Grow fertilizer production line. During his tenure, Mr. Gardiner contributed to such landmark developments as Oxmoor Mall, Valhalla Golf Course, the Louisville Zoo, and many horse farms in this Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, in 2006, the Boone Gardiner Garden Center made another move, this time to Crestwood, Kentucky. The fourth generation of the family, Matthew Boone Gardiner, along with his wife, Hope, and their two young children, are working hard to continue a tradition that has been going strong for 115 years, and this honorable body commends the Gardiners for their success, thanks them for their service to the Louisville community, and rightfully acknowledges the unmatched history of the Boone Gardiner business;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives hereby honor the Boone Gardiner Garden Center for 115 years of business, congratulates Matthew Boone Gardiner and his family for having the courage and work ethic necessary to own and operate their business, and thanks all those responsible with the Boone Gardiner tradition for their celebrated history of beautifying the city of Louisville and other landscapes in this Commonwealth.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the Boone Gardiner Garden Center.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative David Osborne for delivery.
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