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A RESOLUTION honoring Kentucky Afield.

WHEREAS, the first broadcast of the television program Kentucky Afield was in 1952 on WAVE Television in Louisville. It has gone on to become the longest-running outdoor program in America; and 

WHEREAS, the program has had six hosts: Ron Rhody; Hope Carleton, Sr.; Jeremy Drier; Tim Michaels; Dave Shuffet; and current host Tim Farmer, who has hosted Kentucky Afield for 17 years and is the longest-serving host; and 

WHEREAS, host Tim Farmer, an avid outdoorsman and native Kentuckian, suffered a motorcycle accident in 1984 that left him without the use of his right arm. But Mr. Farmer, who was a Marine at the time, refused to give up his love of nature, and he learned how to shoot a bow with his teeth, tie fishing knots with his mouth, and shoot a shotgun cross-shouldered. As the face of Kentucky Afield, his story of perseverance and succeeding against all odds has touched the lives of so many Kentuckians; and

WHEREAS, in 1985, Kentucky Afield began airing statewide on Kentucky Educational Television, and people in this Commonwealth can tune in to each episode to see outstanding chronicles of some of the greatest accomplishments in wildlife and fisheries restoration. Kentucky Afield also teaches viewers about their Kentucky heritage, and rightfully celebrates the history of this Commonwealth and its people in unique, entertaining ways; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky Afield has won seven regional Emmy Awards and has been nominated 15 times. In 2007, the program began airing clips on YouTube, and since then a worldwide audience has viewed show segments more than 20 million times; and 

WHEREAS, this honorable body commends such artistic and cultural achievements that shine a light on the history and tradition of this Commonwealth. Kentucky Afield and host Tim Farmer have done this, and today this body applauds all those associated with the program, congratulate them for their long-running success in television, and wish them best of luck as they continue to enlighten and entertain their viewers;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives honor Kentucky Afield and grant everyone involved with the program best wishes as they continue to bring insightful, illuminating content to their television audience.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Kentucky Afield.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Ryan Quarles for delivery.
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