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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Eastern Kentucky University track and field coach Rick Erdmann.

WHEREAS, Coach Rick Erdmann was born in Ligonier, Pennsylvania. A sprinter at Ashland (Ohio) College, Coach Erdmann earned his master's degree in physical education at Eastern Kentucky University. After stints as the track and field coach at Hampden and Hagerstown (Maryland) Junior College, where he was named the 1978 Junior College Cross Country Coach of the Year, Coach Erdmann returned to EKU and assumed the head coaching job that he has held for 34 outstanding years; and 

WHEREAS, during his illustrious career, Coach Erdmann has won 63 Ohio Valley Conference cross country and track and field titles. The Colonels have won 18 cross country titles under Coach Erdmann, including seven straight from 2006 to 2012; and 

WHEREAS, the 2013 season saw Coach Erdmann and the Colonels reach new heights. The men's cross country team won the NCAA Southeast Regional for the first time in program history on November 15 in Earlysville, Virginia, earning a spot at the National Championships. In that event, the team finished in 15th place, defeating such traditional powers as Stanford, Michigan, Princeton, and Villanova; and 

WHEREAS, in the spring of 2013, Coach Erdmann led four Colonels to the NCAA Division I Track and Field Championships in Eugene, Oregon. Ole Hesslebjerg was named a first-team All-American in the 3,000-meter steeplechase, Ann Eason and Wade Meddles were named second-team All-Americans in the 5,000 meters, and Thijs Nijhuis was an honorable mention All-American in the 10,000 meters; and 

WHEREAS, Coach Erdmann was duly rewarded for his efforts when he was named the 2013 NCAA Southeast Region Coach of the Year for the second consecutive season; and 

WHEREAS, for his more than three decades coaching Eastern Kentucky University track and field, and for his presence on and off the track as a mentor to the young student-athletes who are under his charge, this honorable body commends the good work Coach Rick Erdmann has done throughout his career and wishes him the utmost success in all his future endeavors;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives commends Eastern Kentucky  University track and field coach Rick Erdmann for his 34 years of service to his program, and rightfully thanks him for his dedication to his university and to this Commonwealth's storied track and field tradition.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Coach Rick Erdmann. 

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Rita Smart for delivery.
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