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A RESOLUTION recognizing April 2, 2014, as World Autism Day in the House of Representatives.

WHEREAS, Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) represents a broad group of disorders that vary widely from mild to severe, and is characterized by difficulty with social interaction, communication, severely limited interests, and repetitive behaviors; and 

WHEREAS, it is estimated that as many as 67 million people are affected by ASD, making it more common in most countries than pediatric cancer, diabetes, and AIDS combined. It is the fastest-growing serious developmental disability in the world, and there is no medical detection or cure. An estimated one out of every 54 boys and one of every 252 girls are diagnosed with ASD in the United States; and 

WHEREAS, April 2, 2014, is hereby recognized as World Autism Day in the House of Representatives; and 

WHEREAS, this year commemorates the seventh anniversary of World Autism Day, which rightfully brings awareness and support to the cause of ASD, shining a light on this global health crisis. World Autism Day activities will help to increase and develop knowledge of the epidemic while celebrating the unique talents and skills of those who have ASD, welcoming them and embracing how special they truly are; and 

WHEREAS, on November 4, 2013, Governor Steve Beshear signed an Executive Order creating the Advisory Council on Autism Spectrum Disorders to study, report on, and promote services for ASD. The  Executive Order not only urges the gathering and analysis of data regarding ASD, but also duly recognizes the important role of families, autism advocates, and private and public providers in the fight against autism; and

WHEREAS, in commemoration of that event and this Commonwealth's growing response to ASD, this honorable body duly recognizes World Autism Day in the House of Representatives and urges all those present to commemorate this day as a special occasion in the ongoing fight against this disability; and 

WHEREAS, in so doing, this body recognizes the special gifts those with autism give to our communities and honors the many accomplishments that have been made so far in the fight for a cure; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives hereby recognizes April 2, 2014, as World Autism Day in the House of Representatives, urges Kentuckians to become more aware of ASD, and stands with those who suffer from this disorder as they continue to have a special place in the hearts of so many of this Commonwealth's families.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of World Autism Day in the House of Representatives.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Greg Stumbo.
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