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A RESOLUTION encouraging the U.S. Forest Service at Land Between the Lakes to extend signatory status for the LBL Heritage Plan to Between the Rivers, Inc.

WHEREAS, when the Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers were impounded to create Kentucky Lake and Lake Barkley, an inland peninsula was formed; and

WHEREAS, in 1963, President John F. Kennedy designated the peninsula as the Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area (LBL) in an effort to demonstrate how an area with limited timber, agricultural, and industrial resources could be converted into a recreation asset that would stimulate economic growth in the region; and

WHEREAS, the federal government removed the Between the Rivers people in order to establish the Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area; and

WHEREAS, the federal government promised the displaced individuals and their families to maintain access to and use of the cemeteries located in the LBL; and

WHEREAS, Between the Rivers (BTR), Inc. was established as a non-profit organization for the purpose of preserving the cultural heritage of the Between the Rivers people, including the restoration of St. Stephen's Church and maintenance of cemeteries within LBL and educational activities to keep the memory and knowledge of the Between the Rivers cultural heritage alive; and

WHEREAS, BTR, Inc. began this work prior to the transfer of LBL to the U.S. Forest Service by the LBL Protection Act of 1998 (Public Law 105-271), and has committed many thousands of hours of labor without costs to the Forest Service or to the taxpayers; and

WHEREAS, since the transfer to the Forest Service, several of the roads in LBL have fallen into disrepair, and making access to cemeteries and other culturally significant sites increasingly difficult, if not impossible; and

WHEREAS, the Forest Service is in the process of developing a heritage program for LBL, which will include the cultural heritage of the Between the Rivers people; and

WHEREAS, BTR, Inc., and the thousands of people they represent, wish to have meaningful and significant involvement in the development and implementation of the heritage program and a role in determining which BTR cultural resources have significance and deserve protection and preservation;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this Honorable Body, both individually and collectively, do hereby recognize the tireless efforts of Between the Rivers, Inc. and the Between the Rivers people to preserve the cultural heritage of the Between the Rivers people, restore and maintain St. Stephen's Church and cemeteries within LBL, and develop educational activities to keep the memory and knowledge of the Between the Rivers cultural heritage alive.

Section 2.   The members of this Honorable Body do hereby encourage the U.S. Forest Service at LBL to extend signatory status for the LBL Heritage Plan to the Between the Rivers, Inc. and the Between the Rivers people and that restoration of access to cemeteries should be given priority.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to Ms. Tina Tilley, LBL Area Supervisor, Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area, 100 Van Morgan Drive, Golden Pond, KY 42211, and to Mr. Tom Tidwell, Chief, U.S. Forest Service, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-0003
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