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A RESOLUTION honoring AIDS Interfaith Ministries of Kentuckiana, Inc., upon the occasion of its 25th anniversary.

WHEREAS, in 1989, AIDS Interfaith Ministries of Kentuckiana, Inc. (AIM), began as a faith-based, grass-roots response to the AIDS crisis. For 25 years, the volunteers of AIM, driven by their religious commitments, have been engaged in the important work of sharing love and compassion to those living and dying with AIDS, and reaching out to those who need both a human touch and practical support during their journey; and 

WHEREAS, AIM helps people affected by HIV and AIDS live a healthy and full life. It is a small organization that takes a holistic approach to the AIDS pandemic by taking special care to address the "human" in Human Immunodeficiency Virus; and 

WHEREAS, the Third Tuesday "Buddy" Dinner is one of AIM's longest-running programs. In partnership with Central Presbyterian Church, the Buddy Dinner allows AIM volunteers to offer dignity and hope to those who experience the worst of human prejudice and stigma; and 

WHEREAS, in 2006, AIM established the first prescription assistance program to assist with non-HIV medications. In 2013, AIM expanded programming to include emergency housing for homeless individuals who are HIV-positive through their short-term hotel voucher program. AIM also added transportation programs to decrease barriers to medical and dental care, and now offers free yoga instruction and massage therapy to anyone who is HIV-positive for improved health. AIM has also expanded their food pantry to address the nutritional needs of those living with HIV; and 

WHEREAS, AIM serves an average of 500 households annually in their direct assistant programs, and operates nine quality of life and direct assistance programs with a staff of 63 volunteers. It is through the work of these people and all those who have made AIM a reality that those living with this disease have gotten the help they so deserve. This Commonwealth honors AIM; recognizes the tireless work of their volunteers; and wishes all those associated with the organization the best of luck as they continue to tirelessly advocate on behalf of those who need compassion, care, and love;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives hereby honors AIDS Interfaith Ministries of Kentuckiana, Inc., applauds the organization for 25 years of service toward the greater good, and recognizes the hard work their volunteers accomplish on a daily basis.

Section 2.   When House of Representatives the adjourns this day, it does so in honor of AIDS Interfaith Ministries of Kentuckiana, Inc.
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