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A RESOLUTION honoring the Murray State University Racers Men's Basketball Team, 2014 Collegeinsider.com Tournament Champions.

WHEREAS, on April 3, 2014, before a crowd of 4,467 fans in the CFSB Center in Murray, the Murray State University Racers defeated the Bulldogs of Yale University 65-57 to win the 2014 Collegeinsider.com Basketball Tournament Championship; and

WHEREAS, the Collegeinsider.com Tournament (CIT) was begun in 2009 as an avenue to reward more teams in Division 1 Men's basketball through participation in postseason play; throughout its brief history, it has hosted performances by future stars such as 2013  NBA Rookie of the Year Damian Lillard of Weber State and NBA All-Star Jeremy Lin of Harvard and served as a launching pad to success in future NCAA Tournaments for schools such as Mercer; and

WHEREAS, the championship game was a tense affair, with the Racers holding a one point lead at halftime; after the teams exchanged 10-0 runs, the Racers again found themselves up by a single point with just over seven minutes remaining; after that the Racers drilled seven out of nine free throws down the stretch to preserve the final eight point margin; and

WHEREAS, the championship game marked the end of a five game run through the tournament which saw the Racers win their first game by three points on the road at Missouri State, then dominate their last four opponents at home; the eight point margin of victory in the final was the Racers' only game at home where they did not prevail by double digits; and

WHEREAS, the championship game win capped a season which saw the Racers win 23 games against only 11 losses, including victories in 18 of their final 22 games; and

WHEREAS, the young Racers, with only one senior on their roster, were led on the floor by CIT Most Valuable Player Cameron Payne, a freshman guard who averaged over 20 points and 5 assists per contest during the tournament, and junior forward Jarvis Williams, who averaged just over 17 points and 7 rebounds per game; and

WHEREAS, other key Racers included senior guard Dexter Fields, junior forward Jonathan Fairell, and sophomore forward Jeffery Moss; and

WHEREAS, other members of the Racers included junior T.J. Sapp; sophomores C.J. Ford, Tyler Rambo, Justin Seymour, Terron Gilmore, and Zay Henderson; and freshman Jeff Martin; and 

WHEREAS, the Racers were guided to the championship by Head Coach Steve Prohm, who in three years has led the Racers to a record of 74-23, including a 31-2 mark in his first year; and

WHEREAS, Prohm was assisted by Assistant Coaches William Small, Matt McMahon, and James Kane; and Graduate Assistant Manager Bryan Sherre; and

WHEREAS, the achievements of the youthful Murray State Racers and the accomplishments of this season fill their legions of supports with pride and anticipation of what might be to come in future years, and are worthy of public recognition;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Members of this Honorable Body, both individually and collectively, do hereby congratulate the Murray State Racers, Head Coach Steve Prohm and his assistants and support staff, Athletic Director Allen Ward, and President Dr. Tim Miller upon winning the 2014 Collegeinsider.com Basketball Tournament Championship, and wish them good fortune in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall forward a copy of this Resolution to Allen Ward, Athletic Director, Murray State University, 217 Stewart Stadium, Murray, KY 42071.
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