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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Representative Jesse Crenshaw upon his retirement from this Honorable Body following 22 years of service to the people of this Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, Representative Jesse Crenshaw was born on September 23, 1946, in Glasgow, Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, a proud graduate of Kentucky State University and the University of Kentucky College of Law, Representative Jesse Crenshaw began a career that focused on civil rights, fairness, and the equal treatment of all human beings at a young age. As a law student and Vice President of the Black American Law Students Association, Representative Crenshaw attempted to desegregate the law school faculty at U.K. Working toward the notion that black students should see "a positive reflection of [their] own self-image" in their teachers, Representative Crenshaw, and along with other members of the association, lobbied for the hiring of William James, who would become the first black law professor at the U.K. College of Law; and 

WHEREAS, in 1978, Representative Jesse Crenshaw became the first African-American lawyer appointed Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, in 1993, Representative Jesse Crenshaw was elected to serve House District 77, and has since represented the people of his district with dignity, class, and grace. He has served on the Appropriations and Revenue Committee, the Judiciary Committee, the Government Contract Review Committee, and as Chair of the Budget Review Subcommittee on Justice and Judiciary; and 

WHEREAS, Representative Jesse Crenshaw's legacy rests on his advocacy on behalf of those less fortunate and those whose rights have been taken away. One of his many causes has been the restoration of felons' voting rights, culminating in 2014 Regular Session House Bill 70, a bill that found bipartisan approval and has been lauded as a landmark piece of legislation in this Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, Representative Jesse Crenshaw has also been instrumental in issues affecting his constituents in Fayette County, notably in his securing of the funds necessary to widen Leestown Road. His inviolable dedication to his hometown, in the arena of civil rights, and to the fields of education and justice are rightfully applauded by this august body, which commends Representative Crenshaw for his more than two decades of service, thanks him for all he has done in the name of Fayette County and this Commonwealth, and wishes him the best of luck as he continues a life of honor and utmost integrity;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives salute the Gentleman from Fayette 77; express their sincere appreciation for his service to the community, the General Assembly, and this Commonwealth; and wish him Godspeed as he awaits new and exciting challenges.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Representative Jesse Crenshaw.
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