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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of the University of Kentucky men's basketball team for its outstanding 2013-2014 season.

WHEREAS, this Commonwealth is blessed in that its flagship university has an outstanding basketball tradition. With 1,903 total wins, eight national championships, and 16 Final Fours, the University of Kentucky's men's basketball team sets the standard by which all other programs are judged; and 

WHEREAS, the Wildcats entered the 2013-2014 season with lofty expectations. Bringing in one of the most storied recruiting classes in the history of the sport, Coach John Calipari and his staff looked to have an immense stable of talent assembled to make a run to the Final Four in Arlington, Texas; and 

WHEREAS, the Wildcats stumbled early in the season, losing their second game of the year to then-number-two ranked Michigan State University, and then losing just three weeks later to Baylor University in Arlington; and 

WHEREAS, the Wildcats would go on to lose eight more contests during the year, seven to Southeastern Conference opponents. Going into the SEC Tournament in Atlanta, Georgia, the Wildcats were badly in need of a turnaround to a season that had so far been bitterly disappointing; and 

WHEREAS, behind the brilliant coaching of John Calipari, who famously called for a "tweak" of the Wildcats' stagnant offense, the University of Kentucky ran through its first two opponents in the Georgia Dome, setting up a rematch with the number-one Florida Gators, which had defeated Kentucky in two previous games. UK lost the game, but came within one point of being crowned SEC Tournament champions. It was clear to all that the team that so many feared in the preseason had finally reared its head; and 

WHEREAS, after drawing a disappointing 8 seed in the NCAA Tournament, the University of Kentucky moved easily through Kansas State in its second-round game. Then it dispatched then-undefeated Wichita State, who entered the game riding the nation's longest winning streak at 35 games. Archrival University of Louisville was next, and the Wildcats clamped down on the Cardinals in the final four minutes of the game and were aided by a barrage of Aaron Harrison three pointers late to set up an Elite Eight match-up with the Michigan Wolverines. The highly contested game saw multiple lead changes and a tie score with 2.3 seconds left, when Aaron Harrison caught the ball on the left wing and hit a heavily-guarded three-pointer, sending the Wildcats to the Final Four; and

WHEREAS, on April 5, 2014, in front of 79,444 fans at AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas, the University of Kentucky Wildcats would take on the Wisconsin Badgers; the game would become one of the finest in the history of the vaunted Kentucky program. The contest would go back and forth until the last few seconds, when Andrew Harrison fouled three-point shooter Traevon Jackson. The Badgers had gone an incredible 17-17 at the free throw line, but Jackson missed the first of his three free throws, giving Kentucky one last opportunity to win; and 

WHEREAS, Aaron Harrison, the star of the Elite Eight match-up, would again catch the ball in a similar spot, this time with 5.7 seconds left. With a smile on his face, he would hit yet another three-pointer to give Kentucky a one-point advantage, 74-73. The Badgers missed a last-second desperation attempt, improbably sending the Wildcats to the national championship game; and 

WHEREAS, the University of Kentucky would be stifled by the defensive pressure of the University of Connecticut Huskies in the final game. A slow, deliberate affair would see the Wildcats fall short, 60-54, but this would not diminish the run the team had gone on over the last three weeks of this remarkable season; and 

WHEREAS, this honorable body honors the University of Kentucky Wildcats for their unprecedented run through the SEC and NCAA Tournaments; applauds the team and its coaching staff for having the perseverance and courage to believe when the season fell on hard times; and commends the play of Aaron Harrison, who became a Kentucky legend over the course of the Wildcats' extraordinary tournament run;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives hereby honor the University of Kentucky men's basketball team for its outstanding 2013-2014 season, commend the players for reaching yet another Final Four, and grant all the returning players the best of luck as they begin preparation for another run next season.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns, it does so in honor of the University of Kentucky Wildcats men's basketball team.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Greg Stumbo for delivery.
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