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A RESOLUTION urging state police, city police, county sheriffs, firefighters, and emergency medical services personnel in cities of 25,000 or more to receive one hour of training annually on Alzheimer's disease and other forms of dementia.

WHEREAS, Alzheimer's Disease International estimates that 35 million people worldwide are living with Alzheimer's disease and other forms of dementia; and

WHEREAS, there has been a ten percent increase in the number of individuals diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease since 2005, and that number is expected to increase dramatically to 65.7 million in 2030 and to 115.4 million in 2050; and

WHEREAS, in the United States, someone develops Alzheimer's disease every 70 seconds, and as many as 5.3 million people in this country live with the disease; and

WHEREAS, on top of the significant personal costs associated with Alzheimer's disease and other forms of dementia, there are staggering economic costs. The disease costs approximately $315 billion annually worldwide, and in the United States, a diagnosis triples the healthcare costs for an average person over 65 years of age; and

WHEREAS, Alzheimer's disease is considered the sixth-largest killer in the country; and

WHEREAS, as Kentucky's population ages, it is imperative that the Commonwealth is prepared to best care for individuals affected by Alzheimer's disease and other forms of dementia; and

WHEREAS, because state police, city police, county sheriffs, firefighters, and emergency medical services personnel are vital in their role as protectors of people and public safety and as first responders, it would be impactful and beneficial to ensure they receive training on Alzheimer's disease and other forms of dementia;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.    State police, city police, county sheriffs, firefighters, and emergency medical services personnel in cities of 25,000 or more are urged to receive one hour of training annually on Alzheimer's disease and other forms of dementia.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the commissioner of the Department of Kentucky State Police at 919 Versailles Road, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; the executive director of the Kentucky Board of Emergency Medical Services at 300 North Main Street, Versailles, Kentucky 40383; and to each local police department, county sheriff's office, and local fire department.
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