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AN ACT relating to the designation of the pawpaw tree as the official fruit tree of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, the pawpaw tree is the only fruit tree that is native to the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, the pawpaw tree has substantial historic and cultural significance to the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, the pawpaw tree can be found throughout Kentucky's forests as a native understory tree, often along streams and rivers where it serves an important role in ecosystems, providing food and cover for animals, reducing erosion, and enhancing insect biodiversity; and

WHEREAS, the pawpaw fruit has been developed into a commercial crop in Kentucky, with several commercial producers of pawpaw with fruit sales at farmers' markets, organic markets, grocery stores, and direct sales to restaurants, and can be found incorporated in recipes and in a range of menu items across the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky State University operates the only full-time pawpaw research program in the world;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 2 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The pawpaw tree is named and designated as the official fruit tree of Kentucky.
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