Local Mandate Fiscal Impact Estimate

Kentucky Legislative Research Commission
2014 Regular Session 
     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1113


	Bill #:
	SB 195 GA


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT proposing amendments to the Constitution of Kentucky relating to sessions of the General Assembly.


	Sponsor:
	Senator Robert Stivers


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	County Clerks


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	X
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
Senate Bill 195 GA proposes to submit amendments to Sections 36 and 42 of the Kentucky Constitution to the voters for ratification using language on the ballot as follows:
"Are you in favor of limiting the sessions of the General Assembly not to exceed a total of 60 legislative days over a two-year period, divided into five legislative days in odd-numbered years and 45 legislative days in even-numbered years, and giving the General Assembly the authority to call itself into extraordinary session for up to ten additional legislative days?"
The proposed amendments to Section 36 of the Kentucky Constitution limit legislative sessions to forty-five days in even-numbered years for a two-part session (five days for the first part and forty days for the second part) and five days in odd-numbered years as well as allow the General Assembly, by the majority agreement of the President of the Senate, Speaker of the House of Representatives, minority leader of the Senate, and minority leader of the House of Representatives, to call itself back into sessions for a maximum of ten additional days during each biennium of the General Assembly (defined as the period of time from January 1 of an odd-numbered year to December 31 of the following even-numbered year).  These ten legislative days may be used for one or more sessions.  
The proposed amendments to Section 36 of the Kentucky Constitution also specify that legislation introduced but not enacted in the odd-numbered-year session will be carried over into the even-numbered-year session.  If the subject legislation is not enacted in the first part of the even-numbered-year session, then it, as provided for legislation introduced in the first part of the even-numbered-year session, will be carried over into the second part of the even-numbered-year session.  
The proposed amendments to Section 42 of the Kentucky Constitution stipulate that members of the General Assembly will receive compensation for any period it calls itself back into session; that days used during extraordinary sessions called by the Governor do not count towards limitations as to length of sessions and number of legislative days; that the General Assembly is required to enact laws relating to compensation of members during recess and between legislative sessions; and that if voters ratify the amendments, then they would take effect January 1, 2015.

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The costs of Senate Bill 195 GA to counties due to adding a constitutional amendment to a ballot would be minimal.  
According to Harp Enterprises, a vendor that provides electronic voting machines to 97 Kentucky counties, there are additional programming costs associated with adding a new category to the ballot on an already scheduled statewide election.  For example, the cost to add a new category to the ballot for Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government, with 287 precincts, is estimated to be between $3,000 and $4,000, and for Franklin County, with 44 precincts, the cost is estimated to be between $1,250 and $2,000.
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