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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION establishing the Kentucky Wireline and Wireless 911 Task Force.

WHEREAS, the general welfare and safety of the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky in emergency situations depends in large measure upon a fully functional 911 emergency services system; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the Commonwealth to ensure that adequate resources are available to Kentucky's 911 emergency services personnel so they can provide this life-saving service without pause or delay; and

WHEREAS, continually changing communications technology and changes in the way the public uses this technology have created a landscape that requires a forward-thinking approach to meet the needs of the 911 emergency services system; and

WHEREAS, the current 911 emergency services system is designed around landline telephone technology and cannot handle the text, data, images, and video messages that are becoming increasingly common in personal communication; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Communications Commission is expected to issue an order to implement Next Generation 911, which will ensure that all types of personal communication devices that can make a 911 call are able to access the appropriate 911 dispatch center. A successful transition to Next Generation 911 to make 911 emergency services accessible to all types of communication technology and to all citizens of the Commonwealth will be aided by the thoughtful preparation of this task force;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is hereby directed to create a Kentucky Wireline and Wireless 911 Task Force that shall study and develop consensus recommendations on these rapidly evolving issues concerning the administrative structure, funding, and implementation of 911 emergency services in the Commonwealth.

Section 2.   (1)
The task force shall be composed of the following members, with final membership of the task force being subject to the consideration and approval of the Legislative Research Commission:

(a)
Three members of the Senate State and Local Government Committee, two to be appointed by the President of the Senate, and one to be appointed by the Minority Floor Leader of the Senate;

(b)
Three members of the House State Government Committee, two to be appointed by the Speaker of the House, and one to be appointed by the Minority Floor Leader of the House;

(c)
Three members of the Senate Veterans, Military Affairs, and Public Protection Committee, two to be appointed by the President of the Senate, and one to be appointed by the Minority Floor Leader of the Senate; and

(d)
Three members of the House Veterans, Military Affairs, and Public Safety Committee, two to be appointed by the Speaker of the House, and one to be appointed by the Minority Floor Leader of the House.

(2)
If the chairs of the Senate State and Local Government Committee, the Senate Veterans, Military Affairs, and Public Protection Committee, the House Veterans, Military Affairs, and Public Safety Committee, and the House State Government Committee are not appointed to the task force as provided by subsection (1) of this section, they may participate in the meetings of the task force as non-voting ex officio members.

(3)
The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House shall each appoint one co-chair of the task force from among the members appointed to the task force from their respective chambers.

Section 3.   The task force shall meet at least monthly during the 2014 Interim of the General Assembly. The task force shall submit its findings and recommendations and any proposed legislation to the Legislative Research Commission for referral to the appropriate committee or committees by December 1, 2014.

Section 4.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof and to designate a study completion date.
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