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A JOINT RESOLUTION designating the Interstate 265 tunnel on the east end bridge approach in Jefferson County as the "Abraham Lincoln Memorial Tunnel."

WHEREAS, President Lincoln was born on February 12, 1809, in a log cabin near Hodgenville, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, President Lincoln became a member of the Illinois legislature in 1832 and held his seat until 1842; he was then elected to the United States House of Representatives in 1846 where he fought vigorously against the Mexican War and slavery; and

WHEREAS, President Lincoln, along with running mate Hannibal Hamblin, was elected the 16th President on November 6, 1860; and

WHEREAS, on January 1, 1863, President Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation went into effect thereby proclaiming freedom for all slaves in the areas of the Confederacy not under Union control; on November 19, 1863, President Lincoln delivered his famous Gettysburg Address, which dedicated the battlefield there to the soldiers who had perished and called upon the living to finish the task which the dead soldiers had begun; and

WHEREAS, President Lincoln was re-elected to the White House on November 8, 1864, with running mate Andrew Johnson, and on April 11, 1865, after General Robert E. Lee had surrendered to General Ulysses S. Grant, President Lincoln declared that he would support voting rights for certain blacks; and

WHEREAS, on Good Friday, April 14, 1865, President Lincoln was attending the play entitled "Our American Cousin" at the Ford's Theatre and was shot at about 10:15 by John Wilkes Booth and perished the next morning; and

WHEREAS, President Abraham Lincoln is remembered for his vital role as the leader in preserving the Union during the Civil War and beginning the process that led to the end of slavery in the United States; he is also remembered for his great character, his speeches and letters, and as a man of humble origins whose determination and perseverance led him to the nation's highest office;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet is hereby directed to designate the Interstate 265 tunnel on the east end bridge approach in Jefferson County as the "Abraham Lincoln Memorial Tunnel," and shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect the appropriate signage.
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